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Letter From Our Pastor 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  As our readings in Ordinary Time wind 
down with Advent just six weeks away, the theme during this weekend and the final 
weeks of this liturgical year focuses on the end times, the last days!! This weekend’s 
readings remind us that we will all be deported, and once we are on the other side, there 
will be abundant life and exuberant rejoicing! Always something to look forward to! 
 
Many of you grew up watching Bishop Fulton Sheen on television. In the 1950s, his 
weekly show was endearing to millions. A couple of weeks ago he was Beatified and 
declared Blessed, the final step to canonization in our church and the declaration that he 
is a Saint! A recent periodical stated that his greatest lesson was that American Catholics 
had shown striking fortitude in building up a network of parishes, schools, hospitals, and 
other institutions without the help of the state. He was always encouraging Catholics to 
allow their faith to transform every element of their lives. He was the great American 
evangelist and one year he beat out Lucille Ball and Edward Morrow for the Emmy for 
Most outstanding television personality. In his acceptance speech he thanked his four 
writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. His television show brought forth many converts 
and so if there is someone you know whose faith needs to be stronger, call upon Blessed 
Fulton Sheen to pray for your intentions!! 
 
Next Sunday the universal Church celebrates World Mission Sunday. It is a day when 
Catholics around the globe, unite in prayer and generosity for the churches missionary 
work. This year’s theme, One in Christ, United in Mission chosen by Pope Leo XIV invites 
us to discover the profound unity we share in Christ through baptism and how our 
baptismal missionary identity overflows into the mission of the church to bring all 
creatures and communion with God and us. This week pray for all of us, as we are called 
to celebrate our baptismal dignity as servants of Christ in the world! That is our 
missionary work! 
 
This weekend, 25 women from our Parish will participate in the women’s “Welcome 
Christ Renews His Parish Retreat” #7. Please join me and our Parish in remembering 
these women who have surrendered to our Parish community this weekend and may 
their lives be transformed and enriched as they seek to follow Christ more closely. 
In two weekends, the Welcome Retreat for men takes place. As of today, 22 men have 
signed up and we have three openings. Men of God, please go to our website and join us 
for a great weekend of fellowship, prayer, and unity! 

October 11, 2026                 Page  2 



Letter From Our Pastor Continued... 

October 11, 2026                 Page  3 

 
Our principal, Margaret Alvarez continues to recover from West Nile virus. This week our 
parish and school communities look forward to welcoming her back on campus to 
resume her duties as Principal of our school! 
 
The supply parts for the air-conditioning system in the church arrived and our technicians 
were able to fix the problem and once again air-conditioning is flowing in our church. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
 
You have seen the new iron fence project that has been installed. I think it is 
architecturally attractive, and it will serve as a new force of security for our Campus. The 
gates will begin operation this week. The gates will be open from 5:30 AM to 10:00 PM 
seven days a week.  During school days, the gates will be closed from 8:30 AM to 2:30 
PM. The main entrance on Willow Street between the residence and the church will serve 
as an access gate when the gates are closed. There is a call button located on the left 
side of the gate and if you need to access any part of our campus during school when the 
gates are closed, you can exit your car, push the call button and someone in the school 
office will respond and automatically open the gate for you. Of course, when we are 
having major parish events during weekdays while the school is in session, in the Church, 
PLC or Center, the gates will remain open for the duration of the event. This will include 
Funerals, Senior Days in the Center, etc. Once you are in the parking lot, you will never be 
trapped inside. If the gate is closed and you want to exit, slowly approach the gate, and 
when you are 3 to 5 feet from the gate at either of the three exits, the gate will 
automatically open. Please wait until the gate completely opens before you exit the 
parking lot. Just a reminder about the signs that have been posted for years inside the 
parking lot - there is no overnight parking in our lot!  
 
Pictures of the Gates on the next page 
 
Thanks to the school and parish that has provided this new, safe and secure attraction to 
our campus. 
 
Fall Blessings, 
Msgr. Kevin 
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“The things we pray for Lord, give us the  
grace to labor for.”  -St. Thomas More 

 
Feed-a-Baby Food Drive:  Amazing response to 
our Feed-a-Baby food drive!  
With the School’s steadfast support, EIGHTEEN 
SHOPPING CARTS of food and baby hygiene 
products were donated and over $2,100 to 
purchase more!   These will benefit families 
served by Catholic Charities, New Life Beginnings 
and Transitions in Motherhood.   
Oct. 31-Nov 1 - Blanket Drive: Collecting new 
blankets for our Thanksgiving Food and Blanket 
Distribution to over 100 families.   
Nov. 21 - Thanksgiving Food and Blanket 
Distribution: Can you help us deliver? Contact 
Jill Salinaz (562) 822-7367 or 
jmsalinaz@yahoo.com.    
Family Adoptions: Would you like to adopt a 
family to support Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Easter?   Call Donna Luciene at (562) 421-4993 or 
e-mail Rose Bauss rhbauss@gmail.com  

Children & devices 
 

A child with access to the internet — whether on a 
phone, tablet, or laptop — has a high probability 
of stumbling upon pornography or inappropriate 
material through innocent searches and without 
intent. Pornographic materials permeate the 
online space, and they are all too easy to stumble 
upon, even when a child doesn’t know to search 
for them. Talk to your children about the 
importance of caution when friends or 
classmates are using the internet without 
supervision. Tell them what to do if they see 
disturbing pictures and remind them that they 
can always come to you for help without shame 
or punishment. For more information, read the 
VIRTUS® article “The Real Danger of Children 
Being Exposed to Pornography” at 
lacatholics.org/did-you-know. 

Did You Know? 
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Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, November 18th at 7pm on 

Zoom  
  

Good People by Patmeena Sabit.   
 
 
In the debut novel by Afghan American 
author, Good People is a literary mystery told 
through a kaleidoscope of perspectives, 
exploring family, cultural tension, and the 
American immigrant experience. 
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

Book Club 
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Discover Natural Family Planning! 
Interested in learning more about Natural Family 
Planning (NFP) but not sure where to start? The 
Couple to Couple League offers an online course 
to help couples learn NFP from the comfort of 
their own home. 
Whether you are newly married, engaged, or 
simply curious, the three part class series is a 
great way to understand fertility awareness and 
how it aligns with the beauty of God's plan for 
marriage and family life. A new class series starts 
October 15th.  To learn more vis-
it www.ccli.org or contact Deacon Greg and Beth 
Gath at bethgath@gmail.com or 562-377-5877. 

mailto:agoodlife@msn.com
http://www.live-the-love.org/
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tel:562-377-5877












Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562) 598-0519 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 598-0519 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 598-0519 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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