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Letter From Our Pastor 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The liturgical year is winding down and at 
the end of November we will say goodbye to Saint Matthew for another three years. As we 
listen to chapter 20 in Matthew’s Gospel, he addresses the typical line of thought 
demonstrating the world’s understanding of what is fair. In the parable, it doesn’t seem 
fair for a worker who has labored all day in the vineyard to receive the same 
compensation as the worker who only worked for one hour. We calculate. Jesus does not 
calculate. We count. Christ does not count. The grace of this Gospel is to believe that we 
come from Love, live in love, and will soon enough come to the fullness of love. Jesus 
Christ put an end to calculation, merit, counting, etc., when he died upon a cross for us!! 
Now that’s more than fair!! 
 
Several years ago, I was honored to receive the distinguished alumni award from St. 
John's Seminary. A couple of my priest friends are receiving the award this Saturday 
evening, September 19th and so I will celebrate them at the Annual Seminary Dinner held 
on the Plaza of the Cathedral of Our Lady the Angels. Please pray for vocations and ask 
the Lord to send more workers into the vineyard!! 
 
Last call to join us in the courtyard as the Knights of Columbus cook up a spaghetti 
dinner on Saturday, September 26 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. Please RSVP by scrolling down 
to the QR code. The only cost is to make a free will offering to support youth ministry. Our 
annual Worship Concert on the grass follows at 7:00 PM. Please bring your own lawn 
chair. You can either come to the dinner or the concert or attend both and be fed 
physically and spiritually! 
 
One of our recent upgrades included replacing the ancient electrical panels that safely 
divides the electricity to almost all the buildings on our campus. You can see the before 
photo (left) and the after photo (right) and everything was cleaned up. Total cost was 
$47,000. 
 

Continued... 
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Letter From Our Pastor Continued... 
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Welcome back to all our faith formation students in elementary and junior high. Wel-
come back to all our high school Confirmation candidates. We have a record number of 
42 students in our first-year Confirmation prep program. 
 
We have also commenced the dismissal of children who attend the Mass on the grass at 
8:30 AM on Sunday. Immediately following the Gospel, the children ages four through 
third grade are led to a classroom to learn about the Gospel in their age-appropriate set-
ting. 
 
Blessings on you and your families, 
Msgr. Kevin 
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“The things we pray for Lord, give us the 
grace to labor for.”  -St. Thomas More 

 
Next Weekend!   Feed-a-Baby Food 
Drive:  Collecting non-perishable baby food and 
products for Catholic Charities, New Life 
Beginnings and Transitions in Motherhood.   
 
Oct. 31-Nov 1 - Blanket Drive: Collecting 
new blankets for our Thanksgiving Food and 
Blanket Distribution to over 100 families.   
 
Committee Meeting: Many thanks to all that 
met Sept. 17th to scope and begin to plan a full 
schedule of ministry for our 2026-2027 program 
year!  Can you help? There are many 
opportunities to suit your interest and 
availability. Call Tim Clark (562) 431-4385. 

Sextortion and teens 
 

Sextortion happens when a predator threatens 
to share sexual images of another person to 
manipulate or harm that person. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics has classified sextortion 
as a form of image-based sexual abuse. 
Children and teens are particularly vulnerable, 
especially teens who have shared or been 
pressured into sharing explicit images. 
Predators will sometimes befriend or build a 
romantic relationship with a victim online, 
share and request explicit images, and then use 
those images to demand money or other favors. 
More information is available at 
healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-
the-pediatrician/Pages/what-do-teens-need-
to-know-about-online-predators-and-
sextortion-scammers.aspx. 

Did You Know? 

September 20, 2026                 Page  12 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-the-pediatrician/Pages/what-do-teens-need-to-know-about-online-predators-and-sextortion-scammers.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-the-pediatrician/Pages/what-do-teens-need-to-know-about-online-predators-and-sextortion-scammers.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-the-pediatrician/Pages/what-do-teens-need-to-know-about-online-predators-and-sextortion-scammers.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-the-pediatrician/Pages/what-do-teens-need-to-know-about-online-predators-and-sextortion-scammers.aspx


 
John Martin 

Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
Monday, September 21st at 10:00 am 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  

perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen~ 

Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, November 18th 

at 7pm on Zoom  
  

Good People by Patmeena 
Sabit.   

 
 

In the debut novel by Afghan American 
author, Good People is a literary mystery told 
through a kaleidoscope of perspectives, 
exploring family, cultural tension, and the 
American immigrant experience. 
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

In Memoriam  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562) 598-0519 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 598-0519 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 598-0519 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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