
6180 E. Willow Street Long Beach, CA 90815   
 T: (562) 594-4657  F: (562) 431-7424   

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Closed Noon - 1:00 for lunch) 
stjosephlb.org  

 St. Joseph Parish  

https://stjosephlb.org


Letter From Our Pastor 
Dear Parish Family: 
   
Welcome to the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time! 
“Wrath and anger are hateful things…”. These 
are the first words of our first reading this 
weekend. Like last Sunday, our scripture 
readings deal with forgiveness. God is 
merciful, and we are invited to remember 
God’s forgiving us when we are presented with 
the option of mercy or justice in response to 
our being injured. Lord have mercy! Lord have 
mercy! Lord have mercy! 
 
This past week, our nation remembered the 
25th anniversary of 911. Most people over the 
age of 30 can answer the question, “Where 
were you on September 11?” Our faith has 
much to do with remembering and this past 
week I recalled where I was on that horrific and 
tragic day. I was on the construction site of the 
Cathedral of our Lady the Angels. We were a 
year away from opening the new mother 
Church of the Archdiocese. My office was 
located with the Construction offices on the 
second level in the underground parking 
garage. Our construction manager asked me to 
come to his makeshift cubicle and together 
with an old black-and-white TV with rabbit 
ears, and a grainy picture, we watched in 
horror as the Twin Towers fell. I told him to 
gather all the construction workers as we 
needed to pray. As I walked out onto the 
Cathedral Plaza, I could hear people 
screaming as they were running out of the high-
rises in downtown LA. I gathered our 500 
construction workers in the lower plaza and 
with a bullhorn I told them that something 
horrible was happening in our country, that 
people were dying and we needed to pray. I 
held a bullhorn which amplified my voice over 

the men and women who had bowed their 
heads and placed their Construction hats over 
their hearts. It was the first public prayer 
service on the new Cathedral site. May we 
never forget all of those who lost their lives in 
the Twin Towers, the Pentagon and a field in 
Pennsylvania. And may all nations continue to 
eradicate terrorism and promote peace and 
justice among all people. 
 
As you know, I’m blessed to serve as a Knight 
of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem. Our 
mission as a Papal Order is to support the 
Christians in the Holy Land, and to protect and 
maintain the Holy Shrines of our Lord. While 
much of the Holy Land is still closed, only a 
couple of religious good stores remain in 
Bethlehem in Palestine. They sell beautiful 
hand carved olive wood devotional items. This 
weekend after all Masses, Andrew Bannoura 
from the Jerusalem Gift Shop will be here 
displaying their products and allowing you to 
support the mission of the Christians in the 
Holy Land by buying their goods. They have 
beautiful works and I invite you to please bring 
your checkbook or credit card and go shopping 
in front of the church after Mass. Let us pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem! 
 
Remember to sign up for the Knights of 
Columbus Spaghetti Dinner and plan to attend 
the Annual Worship Concert on the field. Scroll 
down to see all the future activities here at St. 
Joe’s!! 
 
End of Summer Blessings,  
Msgr. Kevin  
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“The fruit of love is service and the fruit of 
service is peace." - St. Mother Teresa 

 
Sept 17 7:00 PM - Committee Meeting: As 
we begin our 41th year of channeling the 
generosity of our St. Joseph parish 
community to the poor and marginalized of 
Long Beach, help us inspire our upcoming 
activities. 
 
Sept 26-27 -  Feed-a-Baby Food 
Drive:  Collecting non-perishable baby food 
and products for Catholic Charities, New Life 
Beginnings and Transitions in Motherhood.  
  
Oct. 31-Nov 1 - Blanket Drive: Collecting 
new blankets for our Thanksgiving Food and 
Blanket Distribution to over 100 families.   

What is labor trafficking? 
 

Labor trafficking exists in many areas of life 
and occurs when people are not paid a just 
wage for their work or when their working 
conditions are abusive or unsafe. People who 
work in nail salons, massage parlors, 
domestic servitude positions and the 
agricultural industry are particularly 
vulnerable to labor trafficking. Children are 
also at risk for labor trafficking, both here and 
around the world. Some labor trafficking even 
leads to sex trafficking, especially for young 
girls and boys. For more information about 
labor trafficking, read the VIRTUS® article 
“Human Trafficking 102 — How can human 
trafficking exist here?” at lacatholics.org/did
-you-know. 

Did You Know? 
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John Martin 

Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Parish 
Monday, September 21st at 10:00 am 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  

perpetual light shine upon them.  
May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen~ 

Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, November 18th at 

7pm on Zoom  
  

Good People by Patmeena 
Sabit.   

 
 

In the debut novel by Afghan American 
author, Good People is a literary mystery told 
through a kaleidoscope of perspectives, 
exploring family, cultural tension, and the 
American immigrant experience. 
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

In Memoriam  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562) 598-0519 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 598-0519 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 598-0519 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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