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Letter From Our Pastor 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time! As we continue to listen to Saint 
Matthew’s Gospel, we are extended an invitation from Jesus: “Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened and I will give you rest.” Our world can seem very heavy at times, 
and we are invited to ask our loving God for help; to learn from Jesus how to make our 
way through it in small and humble service to others! That is where we find peace!  
 
GOD BLESS AMERICA!  As our nation celebrates its 250th Anniversary this weekend, let’s 
continue to pray for this land of the free and the home of the brave! Let’s pray for our 
nation, encountering Christ in all those around us, and remembering the faithful men and 
women whose courage, sacrifice and witness helped shape our country, our church and 
our communities. We remember our founding fathers who were inspired by God to write 
the Declaration of Independence. Let us pray that God will continue to strengthen our 
nation by recognizing the dignity of every person. The Church recently consecrated our 
nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and may our nation be transformed into the heart of 
Jesus. 
 
I will be taking some vacation time from July 8 through July 25. For the two weekends I am 
away, Fr., Athanasius and Monsignor Jim Halley will preside at Eucharist for you during 
the weekend of July 11 and 12th.  During the weekend of July 18 and 19th, Fr. Francis Kim 
will be here. Father Francis is a friend in my priest support group and he was ordained a 
few years ago. He currently serves as one of the associate directors of formation at St. 
John’s Seminary. The M,T,W, weekday Masses will be celebrated by Fr. Kim and Fr. Brian 
Culley a Claretian Priest who has assisted us in the past. Please extend your most 
gracious Saint Joseph’s hospitality to these generous Priests who will be taking care of 
you while I’m away! 
 
The weekend of July 25-26 is our Annual Missionary Cooperative weekend. The Rev. John 
Bosco Musinguzi from the Diocese of Nyundo in the Western Province of Rwanda will be 
here to share with us his missionary experience. Please see this bulletin starting next 
weekend to learn more about Fr. John and his missionary work!!  
 
While I’m on vacation, I will also vacate this column! 
 
I’m praying for you, 
Msgr. Kevin  
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"Live simply so that others  
can simply live." -St. Mother Teresa 

 
Feed-a-Baby and Year-end Assistance: 
Many thanks for the parish’s very generous 
support of our baby products drive! We 
collected 15 shopping carts of food, diapers, 
hygiene products and over $1,600 for the 
infants and children supported by Catholic 
Charities, Elizabeth Ann Seton Residence, 
and New Life Beginnings.   
 
After fulfilling our planned commitments for 
the 2025-2026 program year, we were blessed 
to provide generous assistance to Catholic 
Charities and others serving families and 
homeless in Long Beach with fresh fruit, 
canned meat, men’s and women’s 
undergarments, feminine and baby hygiene 
products, and laundry detergent. 

 
Aug. 15-16 Food from the Heart:  Collecting 
food for families served by Catholic Charities 
of Long Beach.  

Did You Know? 

What is grooming? 
Child safety experts consider grooming a core 
component of sexual abuse. Grooming is a 
manipulative process in which a person who 
intends harm gains access to a child, often 
through behaviors that seem innocent, and builds 
up a relationship that will ultimately allow the 
predator to abuse the child. Children who are 
groomed are slowly taught to accept and excuse 
any behaviors by the predator, because of the 
relationship that has been built up over time. A 
predator relies on manipulation to reduce a 
child’s resistance and to maintain secrecy. For 
more information on grooming, read 
the VIRTUS® article “Behind the Smile: Uncovering 
the Warning Signs of Grooming, Part 1” 
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know. 
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Susan Klodt 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Parish 

Friday July 10th at 11:00 am 
 

Chuck Almada 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Parish 

Thursday, July 28th at 11:00 am 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen~ 

Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, August 19th at 

7pm on Zoom  
  

The Amen Effect: Ancient 
Wisdom to Mend Our Broken 
Hearts and World by Sharon 
Brous.  

 
From one the most prominent rabbis in Los 
Angeles, an inspiring book about what it will 
take, in a time of loneliness and isolation, 
social rupture and alienation, to mend our 
broken hearts and rebuild our society. 

 
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

In Memoriam  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562) 598-0519 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 598-0519 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 598-0519 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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