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Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ!  This annual 
commemoration of the Holy Eucharist is a reminder that like our ancestors of old, who 
were saved by God, God continues to rescue and feed us! Let’s renew our love for the 
Eucharist by remembering that every Sunday, we fulfill the command of the Lord to “Take 
and eat and Take and drink.” The Eucharist is all about real presence and communal 
sharing with Jesus Christ and one another! 
 
As we approach summer, many of you will be going on a road trip. With the escalating 
cost of fuel, it might be a shorter trip than in the past. While I was growing up, our family 
made three road trips a year to visit our grandparents, (my dad’s parents) in Lorain Ohio, 
the place of my birth. My grandparents, affectionately known to my three brothers in the 
Kostelnik clan as Mimi and Poppa always threw open the door and their arms when we 
arrived! Planning for our summer excursion started a week before as we stuffed the back 
of the Ford station wagon with every toy and game imaginable: card games, board games 
and of course GI Joes!! The summer road trip started from our home in Saint Clair Shores, 
Michigan, a suburb outside of Detroit. It was a three hour drive down Interstate 75 
through Southeastern Michigan, and then a drive along the Ohio Turnpike. Three restless 
elementary school boys in the back of the car and after 20 minutes, we began the 
endless litany: “Are we there yet?” “Are we there yet?” More about my “Summer Road 
Trip” in a future summer bulletin! 
 
For those who attend the Sunday Mass on the Grass, you may have noticed the new 
Succulent Garden located adjacent to the PLC and the field. The variety of plants and 
colors are stunning, and a big parish thank you to Cheryl Mantong for the idea, vision and 
creation of the new garden.  You can reach her at Cheryl’s Stunning Succulents! Thank 
you Cheryl and team for bringing beauty to our St. Joe’s Campus!! 
 
 

Continued next page... 



Letter From Our Pastor Continued... 
 
As our nation prepares to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence on July 4, the Bishops of the United States will concentrate our country 
to the most Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 11. Archbishop Gomez, in a letter to the 
faithful said, “The devotion to the Sacred Heart, reminds us of the boundless love and 
mercy of Christ poured out for the salvation of the world. In consecrating our nation to 
the Sacred Heart, we seek to renew our alliance upon God and trust our country to the 
love and care of Christ, and call the faithful to deeper conversion, reparation, charity, and 
missionary discipleship. In a time marked by division, uncertainty, and suffering, we 
entrust our nation, anew to the heart of Jesus, praying that his love may heal wounds, 
strengthen families, inspire holiness, and guide our country in truth and justice.” All are 
invited to join the faithful on Friday, June 12 for the 12:10 Mass at the Cathedral of our 
Lady of the Angels as Archbishop Gomez celebrates the Feast of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. For resources, prayers and reflections or guidance to make the Sacred Heart 
Novena, please go to the Archdiocesan website lacatholics.org where you will find daily 
posts. 
 
Next weekend, The Archdiocese will offer a special collection for the Priest Retirement 
Fund. Your special gift to this fund is a meaningful investment and true blessing for the 
care and comfort of the spiritual Fathers as they enter the later chapters in life, (yours 
truly will be there in a few years)! Many of you received a mailing and there are also 
envelopes available in the church. Thanks for remembering all the Priests who have 
served you in the past and will attend to your spiritual needs in the future. 
 

Gratefully in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Msgr. Kevin 
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“Charity is the form, mover, mother  
and root of all the virtues.”   

- St. Thomas Aquinas 
Homeless Kit Drive: Many THANKS for the 
generous support!  Kits and supplies for 
over 200 kits were provided! $907 was 
donated from which additional kits will be 
made.  Fifteen Homeless Ministry 
parishioners assembled food and 
homeless kits to serve 120 last weekend. 
Two Missionaries of Charity sisters from 
St. Emydius assisted and provided 
spiritual encouragement. 
June 27-28 Feed-a-Baby Food Drive: 
Collecting non-perishable baby food and 
products for Catholic Charities, Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Residence, and New Life 
Beginnings.  For many opportunities to 
serve, call Tim Clark (562) 431-4385. 

Consistency is key 
Safe adults who consistently follow the rules 
and observe healthy boundaries that keep 
children safe are key to building trust with the 
children in their care. When you demonstrate 
healthy boundaries, children are more likely 
to identify adults who do not follow 
boundaries. They also learn that they can 
trust you in difficult situations and can come 
to you with information about unsafe adults 
or abuse. For more information, read the 
VIRTUS® article “The Importance of Child 
Abuse Prevention Month—All Year Long” 
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know. 

Did You Know? 

June 7, 2026                                 Page  10 

https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/


Tom Wilhelm 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church 

Saturday, June 13th at 11:00 am 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen~ 

Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, August 19th at 
7pm on Zoom  
  
The Amen Effect: Ancient 
Wisdom to Mend Our Broken 
Hearts and World by Sharon 
Brous.  

 
From one the most prominent rabbis in Los 
Angeles, an inspiring book about what it will 
take, in a time of loneliness and isolation, 
social rupture and alienation, to mend our 
broken hearts and rebuild our society. 

 
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

In Memoriam  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562) 598-0519 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 598-0519 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 598-0519 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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