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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart,
praising God and enjoying favor with all the people.

(Acts 2:46-47)

Psalm:

Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his love is
everlasting. (Ps 118)

Or Alleluia

Second Reading:

Although you have not seen him you love him;
even though you do not see him now yet believe in him,
you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,
as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your
souls. (1Pt 1:8-9)

Gospel:

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you
have seen me?

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”
(Jn 20:29)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

How does Christ prove himself to Thomas?
Not by his face or his words, but by his
wounds. So, when we look for God to show
Himself in relief or in triumph, we must
remember the wounds of Christ. This is where
we find our salvation.

Observances for the week of
April 12, 2026

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)
Monday: St. Martin |, Pope and Martyr
Wednesday: Tax Day

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter

Virtues, Explained!

The virtue of fortitude actually
requires, first and foremost, the
feeling of fear. In order to grow in
fortitude, one must face a thing
which frightens him, doing so
specifically in pursuit of the good.

Divine Mercy
Blessing

Dear Jesus,

May your mercy flow over us,

filling our gaps and healing our
wounds.

Open our hearts more deeply

with knowledge of your love for us,
understanding of the depth of your
passion,

and trust in your never-ending mercy.
Amen.
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Readings for the week of
April 12, 2026

Sunday:
Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/
1Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31

Monday:
Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9/Jn 3:1-8

Tuesday:
Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/
Jn 3:7b-15

Wednesday:
Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Jn 3:16-21

Thursday:
Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/
Jn 3:31-36

Friday:
Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/Jn 6:1-15

Saturday:
Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21

Next Sunday:
Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2 and 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11/1 Pt 1:117-21/Lk 24:13-35

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” (John 20:27)

In my early 20s, | volunteered at a parish youth group. | withessed
teens encountering Jesus with a fresh, romantic wonder that
reminded me of my own teenage conversion. But something had
changed in me. | was quietly jaded and cynical. When teens shared
stories of encountering Christ, I'd want to sarcastically murmur,
“Well, good for you.” | had grown suspicious of the zeal | once knew.

Then we brought the group on a pilgrimage. | was standing in an old
church in France, ignoring a long-winded tour guide. | found myself
before a crucifix. In that moment, | heard something, not audibly,
but unmistakably in my heart: “I came to be your friend... and you
wish to be my enemy? Why do you stand far from me? | suffer
gladly for you. | was pierced for you. Why do you run from me?” My
heart opened. | saw how cold and cynical | had become. But Jesus
had not given up on me. He had returned, and his mercy broke
through.

So | can relate to the scoffing — and transformation — of Thomas
when the Risen Jesus presents his wounds for inspection. Thomas
is not simply doubting; he is guarded, suspicious, even cynical. But
Jesus comes to him. No lecture. Just understanding and mercy. He
invites Thomas to touch his wounds. This burns away his cynicism
like the morning mist.

Divine Mercy Challenge: This week, rejoice with someone who is
newly alive in faith. If your own heart has grown skeptical or tired,
ask Jesus to help you. He will.

— Father John Muir

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER ©LPi




Wel%hme

Christ Renews His Parish

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR PARISH MEN

' Openings are STILL AVAILABLE for the
Men’s Welcome Christ Renews His Parish Retreat !!

DATE: April 18-19, 2026
LOCATION: St. Joseph Catholic Church in the PLC

This retreat is a LIFE-CHANGING opportunity to:

v Grow in your faith
V Connect with other men in the parish
V Experience renewal through Christ

GJ SIGN UP TODAY AT: https://stjosephlb.org/welcome-christ-renews

<» PRAY FOR THE MEN WHO ARE PLANNING THE MEN’S RETREAT J\

Please pray for our Men’s retreat team as they make final preparations for the Men'’s
weekend retreat. May the retreat planning go smoothly and the team be blessed with

energy, wisdom, grace, and joyful spirits as they prepare. Please also pray for all of
the men attending the retreat. May they each experience renewal through Christ and
feel a stronger connection with one another and with St. Joseph Parish.




Movement For A Better World .! : m% We Need Your Help?

“ MAY 1st-3rd =

‘% Accepting Donations for the Fair:
Smart & Final Bottled Water
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