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Letter From Our Pastor  
Dear Parish Family, 
 
Welcome to the 5th Sunday of Lent. On this last Sunday before Holy Week, the evangelist 
St. John weaves a Gospel narrative that has layers of meaning as we enter the story 
witnessing Lazarus being raised from the dead. Martha, Mary and the family of Lazarus 
symbolize the gradual growth of faith from proclaiming the theory that the “dead will rise” 
to an encounter with Christ and His invitation to live from His Spirit. It takes a lifetime for 
us to understand the full meaning of Jesus’s words: “Whoever believes in me, even if he 
dies, will live and anyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” Do you believe 
this? 
 
Please continue to read this announcement only if you are a sinner! Join us this Tuesday, 
March 24 at 7 PM in the church for our Lenten Reconciliation Service. The brief liturgical 
service will be followed by the availability of several visiting priests from the 
neighborhood to hear your confessions. This is the chance to cleanse yourself, to know 
God’s abundant mercy, and to move forward as a renewed daughter and son of God. 
Make your Lent complete by celebrating Reconciliation!! 
 
Next Sunday, we commence Holy Week with Palm Sunday. The distribution and Blessing 
of Palms will take place outside in front of the church and at the 8:30 AM outdoor Mass, 
the Palms will be given to you as you enter the courtyard. 
 
The celebration of the Easter Vigil Mass occurs during the holiest night of the year when 
we celebrate that Jesus conquered death by rising from the dead. The signs of the liturgy 
eloquently speak about the victory of Christ through the lighting of the Easter fire outside 
of the church, the blessing of the new baptismal water, the anointing and chrismation of 
our newly baptized, the story of salvation proclaimed through the Word and our first 
Easter meal with the reception of the Body and Blood of Christ. If you’ve never been to 
the Easter Vigil, join us at 8 PM on Holy Saturday, April 4. It’s one of the most beautiful 
liturgies of our church. Join us and pray with our Elect and older children who will be 
immersed in the waters of the Baptismal Font! 
 
I’m praying for you and your families during this last full week of Lent! 
 
Msgr. Kevin 
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A Special Opportunity for the  

Men of our Parish 
 

Openings are still available for 

Men’s Welcome Christ Renews His 

Parish Retreat next Month. 
 

Men's weekend is 

April 18th and 19th, 2026. 
 

Visit the parish website to sign up and to find out more 

information.  
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“True charity requires courage: let us 
overcome the fear of getting our hands dirty 
so as to help those in need.”  -Pope Francis   

 
Mar. 28 Easter Food and Book 
Distribution:   Can you help us deliver? So 
meaningful to kids!  Please call Jill Salinaz 
(562) 822-7367. 
Family Adoptions: Would you like to adopt a 
family to assist for Easter?   Call Donna 
Luciene at (562) 421-4993 or e-mail Rose 
Bauss rhbauss@gmail.com. 
Skip-a-Meal: Please be especially mindful of 
donations during the holiday season when our 
needs are greatest.  For many fulfilling ways to 
serve, please call Tim Clark (562) 431-4385.   

Ways to combat human trafficking 

Human trafficking can happen anywhere and 
when we least expect it. Traffickers often 
focus on potential victims who are vulnerable, 
for example, if a child has an unstable or 
unsupportive home life. One way to take 
action is to eliminate vulnerabilities wherever 
possible. Another important aspect of 
cultivating a safe environment is to focus 
equally on children’s interactions online and 
in person. Many predators use online sites to 
target victims as well. Children should know 
how to interact safely and to look for red flags. 
For more information, read the VIRTUS® 
article “Know the Facts: Abductions and 
Human Trafficking” at lacatholics.org/did-
you-know. 

Did You Know? 
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ST. JOSEPH SENIORS (Ages 55+) 
 
Next Meeting: 
Monday, March 23rd, 2026 
Time: 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM 
Location: St. Joseph Center (Hall) 
Please note: We must be out of the hall by 
1:30 PM due to school activities. 
 
St. Joseph Seniors meetings returned to The 
New St. Joseph Center.   
We look forward to seeing everyone at our 
next gathering on March 9th. 
 
Activities Include: 
• Games and Bingo 
• 50/50 tickets available for purchase 
 
Lunch & Refreshments: 
• Bring your own lunch 
• Coffee and hot tea provided 
• Goodies available 
 
2026 Dues: $20 
 
We welcome all members—new and 
returning! 
 
Questions? 
Contact Marilyn North at (562) 519-0154 
 
Join us Monday, March 23rd at 10:00 AM! 

Senior Group 

Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, May 20th at 7pm 

on Zoom  
  

Work in Progress: Confessions 
of a busboy, dishwasher, 

caddy, usher, factory worker, 
bank teller, corporate tool, and 

priest by James Martin 
 
In this funny, wise and inspiring memoir, Jesuit 
priest James Martin reminisces about the 
summer jobs that prepared him for his calling and 
reminds readers “of the ways that grace works 
through all our lives, no matter who we are or how 
ordinary our daily activities may seem.”  
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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