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Letter From Our Pastor  
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the Season of Lent and the First 
Sunday of Lent!!  This weekend’s scripture 
readings remind us about temptations in life.  
The first temptation occurred in the Garden of 
Eden as Adam and Eve made a choice to listen 
to the voice of Satan and not the voice of God. 
In the Gospel, Jesus is taken out to the desert 
to fast for 40 days and he encounters Satan. 
Jesus, fully human, responds differently than 
our first parents as Jesus walks away from 
Satan so that the Son of God could continue to 
love God and fulfill his mission! Sometimes 
Temptations can be all around and all over us 
and we must pray for the strength to not even 
begin a dialogue with the devil!  
 
Movement for a Better World has scheduled 
the annual Book Drive for the weekend of 
February 28 – March 1. This year we are 
providing for over 300 children during our 
Easter distribution on March 28th. If you have 
any children’s books that are new or used and 
in good condition and would like to donate 
them to the children, please bring them to 
Mass next weekend. Scroll down to see the 
notice below. 
 
It’s time to start thinking about our annual 
Parish Fair. This year it will be held on Friday, 
May 1st, Saturday, May 2nd and Sunday, May 
3rd. Mark your calendars and plan to 
participate, volunteer, serve and just have fun!! 
 
If you are a sinner – please continue reading.  
Mark your calendars for Tuesday evening, 
March 24th at 7 PM and join us in the church 
for our Lenten celebration of Reconciliation. 

Several neighboring priests will be available to 
hear your confession and renew and cleanse 
you as a part of your spiritual Lenten journey.  
 
Here’s some wise counsel on deepening our 
journey into Lent:  Pope Leo, in his first Lenten 
message, highlighted what he called “An 
unappreciated form of abstinence: that of 
refraining from words that offend and hurt our 
neighbor. Let us begin by disarming our 
language, avoiding harsh words and rash 
judgment, refraining from slander and speaking 
ill of those who are not present and cannot 
defend themselves.”  The Pope urged all 
Catholics to cultivate kindness “in our families, 
among our friends, at work, on social media, in 
political debates, in the media and Christian 
communities.” 
 
Last Sunday, our Catechumens along with 
their sponsors and Sr. Eva journeyed to the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. Our 
catechumens were chosen by Archbishop 
Gomez to continue their journey to the Easter 
sacraments and congratulations to our new 
Elect!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
I’m praying for you and your families during this 
Lenten Journey, 
Msgr. Kevin  
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In The Neighborhood 

Along with our neighboring parishes, we often 
share resources. In light of the many and 

varied events taking place currently in our 
cities, our country and in our world, our 
neighbor, Our Lady of Refuge Church is 

offering a Holy Hour for Peace on Tuesdays, 
concluding Tuesday of Holy Week. Join with 
people of faith and goodwill in prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament. The hour of prayer is 

from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Pray for Peace!! 
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“Everything comes to us as a gift and so we 
may never take anything for granted, but 

only as granted.”  - Fr. Ronald Rolheiser 
 

Feb. 28–Mar. 1 Book Drive: Collecting new 
and gently used reading books for over 300 
children of our assisted families for 
Easter.  Teen books are most dear. 
 
Mar. 28 Easter Food and Book 
Distribution:   Can you help us deliver? 
Contact Jill Salinaz (562) 822-7367 Please be 
especially mindful of Skip-a-Meal donations 
during the holiday season when our needs are 
greatest.   

For many fulfilling ways to serve, please call 
Tim Clark (562) 431-4385.   

Domestic violence and children 

Domestic violence has many forms, including 
emotional, financial, physical, and sexual abuse. 

Research on children who live in homes with 
domestic violence shows that there can be long-

standing consequences to a child’s health. 
Twenty-six states have passed laws protecting 

children who witness domestic violence. Children 
who grow up seeing violence between parents 
often struggle in their own relationships later in 

life. The single greatest predictor of whether 
children will grow up to be perpetrators of 

domestic violence is whether they witness it 
themselves as children. For more information, 

read the VIRTUS® article “Domestic Violence, Part 
1” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know. 

Did You Know? 
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ST. JOSEPH SENIORS (Ages 55+) 
 
Next Meeting: 
Monday, February 23, 2026 
Time: 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM 
Location: St. Joseph Center (Hall) 
Please note: We must be out of the hall by 
1:30 PM due to school activities. 
 
St. Joseph Seniors meetings returned to The 
New St. Joseph Center.   
We look forward to seeing everyone at our 
next gathering on February 23rd. 
 
Activities Include: 
• Games and Bingo 
• 50/50 tickets available for purchase 
 
Lunch & Refreshments: 
• Bring your own lunch 
• Coffee and hot tea provided 
• Goodies available 
 
2026 Dues: $20 
 
We welcome all members—new and 
returning! 
 
Questions? 
Contact Marilyn North at (562) 519-0154 
 
Join us Monday, February 23rd at 10:00 AM! 

Senior Group 

 
Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, February 11th at 

7pm on Zoom  
  

The Memory Library  
by Kate Storey  

 
A must-read novel of family, friendship and 
the power of storytelling leave you feeling 

hopeful and inspired. A perfect read for the 
holiday season.  

Amazon.com: The Memory Library  
by Kate Storey 

 
All are welcome. For more info, email 

agoodlife@msn.com  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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