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Letter From Our Pastor  

Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time. This week Saint Matthew’s Gospel 
introduces us to the Sermon on the Mount. Chapter 5 is a series of teachings by Jesus on 
how we are to live the Way, the Christian life. This weekend we will hear the Beatitudes 
which reflect attitudes of living or attitudes of the heart.  
 
Last week, my spiritual journey was anything but ordinary. It was extraordinary to walk 
through the spacious halls and rooms of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican. The images 
are memorable: the halls and walls were filled with ancient tapestries, works of 
Michelangelo and the great Renaissance painters, the posture and salutes of the Swiss 
Guard, the polished marble floors, the clerestory windows looking out over the eternal 
city of Rome were breathtaking – so many images that I hold as a blessing. During this 
weekend’s homily, I look forward to sharing with you my reflections on meeting “Peter” 
at the Vatican!! 
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Every Wednesday, Pope Leo holds an audience at the Vatican and thousands of pilgrims 
around the world eagerly listen to his teachings. This year, Pope Leo has decided to instruct 
us on the teachings, meaning and values of the documents of the Second Vatican Council. 
Beginning today, I’m going to reprint the weekly teaching of the Holy Father in this bulletin. 
Take a few moments each week and prayerfully study and reflect on your Catholic journey 
through the documents of the Council that has helped us to grow in our relationship with 
Jesus Christ, the Church and the world.  
 
This Tuesday, February 3 is the Feast of Saint Blase. We will have the traditional Blessing of 
Throats at the 8:00 AM Mass which is the weekly school children’s Mass. 
 
Next weekend, all 290 parishes in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles will celebrate Together in 
Mission Sunday. One in every five parishes needs financial assistance and one in every four 
Catholic Schools needs critical funds to keep their doors open. This is our annual 
opportunity to support the 66 parishes and 79 Catholic Schools in our local church that will 
benefit from Together in Mission funds. This is the only collection in the nation where all 
proceeds do not go to diocesan offices or administration costs but the most vulnerable 
among us. 
 
Every parish is assigned a financial goal to reach based on 10% of the previous years’ 
offertory collection.  This year, our PARISH GOAL IS $88,695.00.  THE ARCHDIOCESAN 
GOAL IS OVER $17 MILLION.  For the past several years our parish has not only reached but 
surpassed our goal.  We can do it again this year!  Our parish is always an extension of God’s 
generosity to those in need. During the Masses next Sunday, we will focus on the Together in 
Mission theme: “THIS IS THE HOUR FOR LOVE”. Everyone will have the opportunity to 
complete the pledge card.  You don’t have to pay anything right now as you can make a 
pledge with monthly installments.  If you already completed and mailed in the pledge card – 
Thank you! You can also bring the pledge card with you next weekend and we’ll complete it 
during the homily time. Please make sure you credit your gift to St. Joseph in Long Beach.  
There are six St. Joseph Parishes in the Archdiocese and we want to make sure that your gift 
is credited to help us reach our goal.  Thank you for prayerfully considering your gift in this 
annual Mission to support needy families and children in our Catholic parishes and schools. 
 
May the prayer of Saint Blase offered this week bring you health and healing: “Through the 
intercession of Saint Blase, Bishop and Martyr, may God deliver you from every disease 
of the throat and from every other illness, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the + Holy Spirit”. AMEN!! 
 
I’m praying for you and your families! 
 
Gratefully in Christ, 
Msgr. Kevin 



Photos From Our Pastor 
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The last of many waiting rooms in the 
Apostolic Palace. Next stop - meeting the 
Holy Father in his office in the Apostolic 

Library.  

One of the many audience halls of Pope Leo!  

The famed Casio e Pepe was born in 
Rome!! 
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“Whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.”  -Mt 25:40 

 
Homeless Kit Drive: Many THANKS for the 
generous support Jan. 17-18!  Kits and 
supplies for over 200 kits were 
provided!  $729 was donated from which 50 
additional kits will be made.  Several 
additional shopping-list envelopes were taken 
last weekend to be returned this weekend. 
(We target 480 kits per year; next drive, May 
30.)  
 
Feb. 28–Mar. 1 Book Drive: Collecting new 
and gently used reading books for over 300 
children of our assisted families for 
Easter.  Teen books are the biggest challenge. 
 
Essential Home Furnishings:  Our holiday 
distributions provided feedback of many 
essential home furnishing needs: refrigerator 
repairs, beds, tables, dressers, heaters, 
imminent loss of utility service, etc. We have 
begun to address these.   
 

Are you able to help us in this urgent 
ministry?  For many fulfilling ways to serve, 

please call Tim Clark (562) 431-4385. 

Come spend an hour with our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Enter what Catholic author Matthew Kelly calls 
“The Classroom of Silence,” and answer Jesus’ 

invitation: 
“Could you not watch with me one 

hour?” (Matthew 26:40) 

Join Deacon Joe & Dianne Lumsdaine for  
Eucharistic Adoration 

this Friday, February 1st at 8:00 a.m. 

 Adoration 

Facts about the Missing Children hotline    
Since the Missing Children 24-hour hotline    

(1-800-THE-LOST or 1-800-843-5678) 
launched 41 years ago, countless children 
have been safely found and brought home. 

The hotline has received over 5 million calls in 
the last 41 years. During national 

emergencies and disasters, the National 
Center for Missing and Endangered Children 

has helped find lost children, working with 
emergency responders to reunite families. For 
more information about the Missing Children 
hotline, visit missingkids.org/gethelpnow/

isyourchildmissing. 

Did You Know? 
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https://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/isyourchildmissing
https://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/isyourchildmissing


ST. JOSEPH SENIORS (Ages 55+) 
 
Next Meeting: 
Monday, February 9, 2026 
Time: 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM 
Location: St. Joseph Center (Hall) 
Please note: We must be out of the hall by 
1:30 PM due to school activities. 
 
St. Joseph Seniors meetings returned to The 
New St. Joseph Center.   
We look forward to seeing everyone at our 
next gathering on February 9. 
 
Activities Include: 
• Games and Bingo 
• 50/50 tickets available for purchase 
 
Lunch & Refreshments: 
• Bring your own lunch 
• Coffee and hot tea provided 
• Goodies available 
 
2026 Dues: $20 
(Collected at the January 12 meeting) 
 
We welcome all members—new and 
returning! 
 
Questions? 
Contact Marilyn North at (562) 519-0154 
 
Join us Monday, February 9 at 10:00 AM! 

Senior Group 

 
Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, February 11th at 

7pm on Zoom  
  

The Memory Library  
by Kate Storey  

 
A must-read novel of family, friendship and 
the power of storytelling leave you feeling 

hopeful and inspired. A perfect read for the 
holiday season.  

Amazon.com: The Memory Library  
by Kate Storey 

 
All are welcome. For more info, email 

agoodlife@msn.com  

Book Club 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                        dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Deacon Joe Lumsdaine                                   deaconcouple@gmail.com 
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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