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Letter From Our Pastor 
 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the Third Sunday of Advent! The liturgical calendar declares that Christmas 
is less than two weeks away. Are you ready? I don’t mean are you ready with all the 
necessary preparations such as tree trimming, baking, wrapping gifts, etc. That will all get 
done!  Are you ready to welcome the Lord Jesus Christ into your life this Christmas? Are 
you spiritually ready to welcome the King to be the Lord of your universe?  This weekend’s 
Scriptures reflect on the theme of waiting. I often find waiting to be boring and even 
irritating. I like to do things and see results. Advent recalls that our Jewish Brothers and 
Sisters waited for centuries for the arrival of the Messiah. Waiting involves patience and 
as we wait for Christmas, we’re invited to meaningful waiting.  The divine presence is with 
us as we wait, and as we perform all the dutiful activities in preparation for Christmas! 
 
As you scrolled down to read this you saw our Christmas Mass Schedule.  As you’re 
informing your family to gather on Christmas at the house at such a time and dinner is at 
this time, take time to invite your family members to attend Christmas Mass together. 
Remind them that this is Christ’s day and when your family surrenders to Christ, you will 
receive the best Christmas gift – our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 
Thanks to all of you who went shopping this past week for the families who will be served 
at Christmas.  Thanks to our school children who are bringing food every Advent Tuesday 
to fill the Christmas boxes. 
 
Scroll down and see the flyer to Bless the Christmas Tree. After the last string of lights is 
wrapped around the tree, and the last bulb is put in place, gather with your family around 
the tree and offer a blessing, reminding you that the lights adorning the Christmas tree 
are a symbol of the light of Christ present in your home! 
 
Be faithful to the Little Advent Reflection Book – I’m praying for you! 
 
Msgr. Kevin 
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Ask yourself these questions - 

• Do you feel that there is something missing 

    from your life? 

• Are you struggling to find clarity and 

    purpose in a busy world?  

• Would you like to meet more people in the  

    parish? 

• Would you like to strengthen your faith? 

• Do you want to be a better version of 

    yourself? 

 

You’re invited to experience a weekend like no other right here at St. Joseph Church!  

A weekend filled with spiritual renewal and Christian fellowship.  Learn how to 

become a better version of yourself as you uncover the path to true happiness.  This 

is the best gift you can give yourself!  Sign Up Now! 

 

Please visit our parish website for more information and to sign up. 

www.stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-renews/ 
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Buy Tickets 

On 
ticketmaster 

http://www.stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-renews/


 
Our next Book Club meeting is  
Wednesday, February 11th at 

7pm on Zoom  
  

The Memory Library  
by Kate Storey  

 
A must-read novel of family, friendship and 
the power of storytelling leave you feeling 

hopeful and inspired. A perfect read for the 
holiday season.  

Amazon.com: The Memory Library  
by Kate Storey 

 
All are welcome. For more info, email 

agoodlife@msn.com  

Book Club 

December 14, 2025                  Page  13 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMemory-Library-must-read-charming-uplifting%2Fdp%2F0008658544%2Fref%3Dtmm_pap_swatch_0%3F_encoding%3DUTF8%26dib_tag%3Dse%26dib%3DeyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9CHzqi1HXtHFMEiMbWHlx-bo94fc3D0ubwX
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMemory-Library-must-read-charming-uplifting%2Fdp%2F0008658544%2Fref%3Dtmm_pap_swatch_0%3F_encoding%3DUTF8%26dib_tag%3Dse%26dib%3DeyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9CHzqi1HXtHFMEiMbWHlx-bo94fc3D0ubwX
mailto:agoodlife@msn.com


"Whenever we encounter another person in 
love, we learn something new about God." 

  -Pope Francis 
 

Christmas Present Drive:  THANK YOU to 
everyone contributing this week!  We are 
providing multiple gifts and gift cards to OVER 
200 children. Our Family Adoptions are 
providing for 116 MORE!  As a parish 
community we will assist 80 families for 
Christmas; Family Adoptions, 35 more! 
Please be especially mindful of Skip-a-Meal 
donations during the holiday season when our 
needs are greatest.    
 
Home Furnishing Special Needs:  Our 
holiday distributions provided feedback of 
many essential home furnishing needs by our 
assisted families; refrigerator repairs, beds, 
tables, dressers, heaters, imminent loss of 
utility service, etc. We have begun to fulfill 
these needs as a parish.  Are you able to help 
us in this urgent ministry?   

For many fulfilling ways to serve, please call 
Tim Clark (562) 431-4385. 

 
Jan. 18-19: Homeless Kit Drive: Provide daily 
necessities to people experiencing 
homelessness.  Shopping lists will be 
available Jan. 11. 

Did You Know? 

Watch out for fire dangers  
 

Christmas is a popular time to decorate with 
candles and electric lights, both inside and 
out of the house. These decorations can be 
beautiful and festive but also come with the 
risk of fires. Parents should make sure to keep 
candles out of reach of children, and off 
surfaces where they could be easily knocked 
over. All lights should be checked for faulty 
wires or other defective parts that could 
cause a fire. For more information, read the 
“Holiday Safety” article on nsc.org/
community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-
safety/winter-safety/holiday?/. 
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St. Joseph Seniors Announcement (Ages 55+) 

Great news! Our St. Joseph Seniors meetings 
are returning to the Hall (St. Joseph Center) 
beginning Monday, January 12, 2026. 

New Meeting Time: 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM 
2026 Dues: $20 (to be collected at the January 
12 meeting) 

Our first gathering will be a warm “welcome 
back” and an opportunity to reconnect and 
meet new members. 

• 50/50 drawing tickets will be available for 
purchase 
• President Donna Luciene will share 
plans for the new year 
• No games this first meeting 
• Bingo & other games resume Feb. 9th
(Only one meeting will be held in January 
due to the Book Fair in the hall on January 
26.) 

 
Lunch: Pizza will be served 
Coffee and tea will be available 

We look forward to seeing all our returning 
members—and many new ones too! 

If you have questions, please contact Marilyn 
North at (562) 519-0154. 

Thank you, and we’ll see you on January 12 at 
10:00 AM! 

Michael Bergstrom 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church 

Tuesday, December 30th at 10:30 am 
 

Elizabeth Kier 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church 
Saturday, January 3rd at 10:00 am 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen~ 

Senior Group 

In Memoriam  
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                           dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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