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Letter From Our Pastor 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to a new Church Year. Welcome to the First Sunday of Advent. Welcome to the 
first four Sundays, in which we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the birth of our Savior and 
King, the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
The season of Advent has a twofold character. It is a time of preparation for Christmas 
when the first coming of God’s Son is recalled by the prophets. It is also a season when 
our hearts and minds are directed to Christ’s second coming at the end of time. Advent is 
a season of joyful and spiritual expectation. Advent is about waiting and hoping! What are 
you waiting for during these December days leading up to Christmas? The four weeks of 
Advent are not a time to pretend that Christ has not yet come in that he will be born on 
December 25. As Christians, we firmly believe that Jesus has already been born and 
come into our lives. This Advent may the revelation of Jesus Christ be revealed in all the 
daily circumstances of our lives. This Advent may the evil ways in our world be turned 
upside down! This Advent may the Goodwill in people’s hearts shine forth! This Advent, 
let’s pray that the world will do right by loving God and loving others! 
 
Please scroll down to review the December calendar and avail yourselves of the 
opportunities to celebrate Advent and be hopeful. 
 
Last Saturday, almost 150 people filled our Center to receive a blessing and then take the 
Thanksgiving gifts out to over 108 needy families in our community. Thanks to all of you 
who participated in any way. Thanks to Tim Clark and the MBW team for orchestrating a 
most successful event while also coordinating a new movement at our Lady of Refuge. 
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Letter From Our Pastor Continued... 

 
Last Saturday, yours truly stood on the sidelines cheering on our Saint Joseph’s Knights 
who competed in the final championship flag-football game at Salesian high school 
stadium just south of downtown LA. Our team reached the finals against the Saint 
Monica Mariners from Santa Monica.  The Pastor of Saint Monica’s, my good friend 
Monsignor Lloyd Torgerson cheered on the Mariners. Congratulations to the Mariners who 
won the game. I reminded our team that they could stand proud having reached an 11-1  
season. Congratulations to the girl’s A volleyball team that also reached the 
championship game and took home the second-place trophy. Through the years, Saint 
Joseph’s has produced some amazing athletes! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoy the rest of this Thanksgiving weekend, and may your hearts always be filled with 
gratitude for the many ways in which God cares for you and your families! 
Happy Advent! 
 

Msgr. Kevin 
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Come spend an hour with our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Enter what Catholic author Matthew Kelly calls 
“The Classroom of Silence,” and answer Jesus’ 

invitation: 
“Could you not watch with me one 

hour?” (Matthew 26:40) 

Join Deacon Joe & Dianne Lumsdaine for  
Eucharistic Adoration 

this Friday, December 5th at 8:00 a.m. 

 Adoration 
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“Children, let us love not in word or speech but 
in deed and truth.” -1 John 3:18. 

 
Thanksgiving Food and Blanket 
Distribution:  THANK YOU for your generous 
support of 114 very grateful families including 
over 300 children! An abundant amount of food, 
blankets, blessings and hope were provided!   

Through our Called to Renew initiative with 
partner, Our Lady of Refuge, our key leads 
assisted OLR to serve an ADDITIONAL 35 families 
including over 75 children!  Over 750 people 
overall!! 

 
Dec. 6-7 – Christmas Present Drive: Envelopes 
will be available at Masses for the children of 
families we will assist for Christmas: a child’s 
name, age, sex, sizes, and instructions.  Please 
return gifts to church by Dec. 14 at 12:30 pm or 
to the Parish Life Center during the week.  
 
Dec. 20 - Christmas Food and Present 
Distribution:  As a parish community, we will 
assist 80 families for Christmas, and Easter. Can 
you help us deliver? So meaningful to 
kids!  Please contact Jill Salinaz (562) 822-7367 or 
jmsalinaz@yahoo.com.   

For many fulfilling ways to serve, please call Tim 
Clark (562) 431-4385.   

 
Skip-a-Meal Donations:   Please be especially 
mindful during the holiday season when our 

needs are greatest.   

Did You Know? 

Facts about community grooming 
 

There is a third type of grooming: community 
grooming. In community grooming, a predator 
creates a controlled environment, projecting 
an image of a responsible, caring adult. They 
mimic the behavior of good people around 
them, to get closer to children and then select 
a victim. Adults often have trouble seeing 
potentially troubling behavior, because they 
have been groomed to see the predator as an 
upstanding person. For more information, 
read the VIRTUS® article “The Grooming 
Process” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know. 
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Hello all you St. Joseph Seniors,  
Our St. Joseph Senior Social Group has been 
meeting once a month at the El Dorado Golf 
Course Restaurant for breakfast. We will have 
one more breakfast meeting at the El Dorado on 
Monday, December 8 at 9:30am.  
This will be a Christmas breakfast, and we are 
asking everyone to bring a nice "white elephant" 
gift, wrapped, and we will draw numbers to pick a 
gift... It will be a fun morning to celebrate the 
beginning of the Christmas Season. It is also a 
Holy Day - The Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception, so we can go to 8:00 am Mass and 
then to the El Dorado Restaurant. Then the 
exciting news is that we will begin having our 
regular Senior Social Group gatherings in our new 
St. Joseph Center starting in January 2026. 

Mark Nakagawa 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church 

Saturday, December 5th at 10:00 am 
 

Marcia Carizzales 
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church 

Saturday, December 6th at 10:00 am 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 
~Amen~ 

Senior Group 

In Memoriam  

Meditation 

St. Joseph's Meditation Group currently meets 
every Tuesday evening at 7:00PM via Zoom.  Our 
weekly session is based on the teachings of Fr. 

John Main, OSB. Meditation is an age-old 
Christian practice and open to everyone.  No 

experience is required and beginners are 
welcome.   

For more information, contact Frank McKown at  
(310) 633-1744 or frmckown@gmail.com    
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                           dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Donna Luciene             (562) 810-5244 
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 431-1876 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
Third Tuesdays 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
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