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Dear Parish Family:

Welcome to a new Church Year. Welcome to the First Sunday of Advent. Welcome to the
first four Sundays, in which we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the birth of our Savior and
King, the Lord Jesus Christ!

The season of Advent has a twofold character. It is a time of preparation for Christmas
when the first coming of God’s Son is recalled by the prophets. It is also a season when
our hearts and minds are directed to Christ’s second coming at the end of time. Advent is
a season of joyful and spiritual expectation. Advent is about waiting and hoping! What are
you waiting for during these December days leading up to Christmas? The four weeks of
Advent are not a time to pretend that Christ has not yet come in that he will be born on
December 25. As Christians, we firmly believe that Jesus has already been born and
come into our lives. This Advent may the revelation of Jesus Christ be revealed in all the
daily circumstances of our lives. This Advent may the evil ways in our world be turned
upside down! This Advent may the Goodwill in people’s hearts shine forth! This Advent,
let’s pray that the world will do right by loving God and loving others!

Please scroll down to review the December calendar and avail yourselves of the
opportunities to celebrate Advent and be hopeful.

Last Saturday, almost 150 people filled our Center to receive a blessing and then take the
Thanksgiving gifts out to over 108 needy families in our community. Thanks to all of you
who participated in any way. Thanks to Tim Clark and the MBW team for orchestrating a
most successful event while also coordinating a new movement at our Lady of Refuge.
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Lette From Our Pastor Contmued...

Last Saturday, yours truly stood on the sidelines cheering on our Saint Joseph’s Knights
who competed in the final championship flag-football game at Salesian high school
stadium just south of downtown LA. Our team reached the finals against the Saint
Monica Mariners from Santa Monica. The Pastor of Saint Monica’s, my good friend
Monsignor Lloyd Torgerson cheered on the Mariners. Congratulations to the Mariners who
won the game. | reminded our team that they could stand proud having reached an 11-1
season. Congratulations to the girl’s A volleyball team that also reached the
championship game and took home the second-place trophy. Through the years, Saint
Joseph’s has produced some amazing athletes!

Enjoy the rest of this Thanksgiving weekend, and may your hearts always be filled with
gratitude for the many ways in which God cares for you and your families!
Happy Advent!

Msgr. Kevin
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the LORD! (Isa 2:5)

Psalm:
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. (Ps 122)

Second Reading:
You know the time;
it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.
For our salvation is nearer now than when
we first believed. (Rom 13:11)

Gospel:
“So too, you also must be prepared,
for at an hour you do not expect,
the Son of Man will come.” (Mt 24:44)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. - i ,
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. DeVOt Ions! Explalned'

The St. Andrew Christmas

Live The Liturgy novena is a prayer said from Nov.
Inspiration of the Week

30 through Christmas Eve. St.
Andrew was the first disciple of

» : Christ, and in saying this prayer
You do not know on which day your Lord Christians follow his example of

will come,” Jesus says. He is reminding us that prescient faithfulness throughout
we do not know the mind of God. But we do the days of Advent.

know the heart of God, and we know that it

is filled with mercy for those who heed the

warning: Stay awake!

Prayer for Advent -
Observances for the week of Arise

November 30, 2025 ,
Bless God'’s Holy Name!

Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent; Respect Life Sunday Prepare our hearts for Your
coming, Lord.

Wednesday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest
Awaken them from any places

Thursday: St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the that have become sleepy or
Church despondent.
Saturday: St. Nicholas, Bishop Inspire us with new visions.
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent Be with us as we climb closer to You.
Amen.
©LPi SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Readings for the week of
November 30, 2025

Sunday:
Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44

Monday:
Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/
Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday:
Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mt 15:29-37

Thursday:
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/
Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday:
Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4,13-14/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Next Sunday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8,12-13, 17 (see 7)/
Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12

-
-ty
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025
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Worship & Meditation

Prepare.
Build.
Watch.

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A few years ago, my house was broken into on Super Bowl Sunday.
Turns out, it’s a great day for burglars. If the TV isn’'t on, people are
probably watching the game somewhere else, so ... easy pickins’.

I'll never forget walking into my bedroom and realizing someone
had been there. My stuff was thrown all over the floor. The closet
was torn apart. It was disorienting and disturbing — someone had
invaded the space | thought was secure. After that, | bought an
alarm system. And every Super Bowl Sunday since, I'm extra careful
to lock the doors and keep the lights on. That experience made me
more alert. Not scared. Just attentive.

That’s much like the spiritual place Jesus wants us to be on this first
Sunday of Advent. He doesn't start the season with soft candlelight
and cozy manger scenes. He starts with two brutal images: a flood
and a thief. In other words, chaos and violation.

Why? Because life will flood us. Chaos will come. And in the midst of
it, Christ will come like a thief — not to steal from us, but to steal us
back. He is the intruder we should want. The one who breaks in, not
to ransack, but to rescue.

Christ presents himself as the thief but also the new Noah. He
builds the ark of the Church to carry us through the flood. And he
invites us to join him. How? By participating fully in our parishes.
By making our homes places of prayer. By guarding our hearts with
truth. By refusing to let spiritual complacency leave us exposed. By
repentance.

This Advent, don'’t just stay vaguely “awake.” Prepare. Build. Watch.
The flood will come. But so will he.

— Father John Muir

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT oLPi



I Quueet Lxpectation.
A Contemplative Advent Gattiering

December 10" at 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
1' and

December 11" at 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Parish Center

Step into the quiet beauty of Advent.
You are invited to a peaceful gathering of contemplative prayer
and reflection as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.

Walk the Labyrinth - A gentle, meditative path representing our spiritual journey.
Visio Divina - Pray with sacred images and Scripture.
Meditative Song & Silence - Rest in the stillness and presence of God.
Refreshments - Fellowship and quiet conversation following prayer.

All are welcome—no experience with contemplative prayer is needed.
Come as you are, and discover the peace and stillness of Advent.

Any questions contact: mwissuchekegmail.com

Walk. Pray. Listen. Wait.



LRI st DN

Hosted By: St. Joe’s Youth Event Leadership Team

A Season of Hope & Wonder

Parish Community Event
Saturday, December 13, 2025

CC

Hot Chocolate & Cookies
|

Hot Apple Cider

'3 Crafts & Activities for children

Information: Youth Minister, Liz Moreno (562)598-0519 Ext 2

SN VL N RN, VRPE\ 9 -



As 2025 comes to a close, we give heartfelt
thanks for your support of Saint Joseph Catholic

School. Your generosity helps us form young
hearts and minds as Disciples of Christ,

Tenacious Scholars, and 21st-century Learners. MAKE YOUR
GIFT TODAY!

Our Goal: $85,000 to continue providing an exceptional Catholic
education for every student.

This year’s Annual Appeal focuses on three priorities:

« Supporting Our Teachers: Help us offer
competitive salaries to retain our devoted
educators.

« Investing in Professional Development:
Enabling teachers to grow and inspire
students; last year our students earned top
STAR Reading scores in the Archdiocese!

« Enhancing Campus Security: New perimeter
fencing ensures a safe and welcoming
environment for all.

Thank you for your prayers, support, and
generosity!
GJ ST. JOSEPH

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

6200 E. Willow St. Long Beach, CA 90815 (562) 596-6115




HELPOURMARRIAGE.ORG

When the world -
. \'_\C" -“.)Jf
says give up, 0
Hope whispers

try one more time.

Give your marriage a second _ _
chance! | - .
Come spend an hour with our Lord Jesus Christ

Join our weekend in the Blessed Sacrament.

DECEMBER 12-14, 2025 Enter what Catholic author Matthew Kelly calls
“The Classroom of Silence,” and answer Jesus’
invitation:
Register now “Could you not watch with me one

909-900-5465 hour?” (Matthew 26:40)
Join Deacon Joe & Dianne Lumsdaine for
Eucharistic Adoration
this Friday, December 5th at 8:00 a.m.

e
su2speonsabt

THE IMAGES OF

i s RETROUVAILLE

LOS ANGELES /.
®

TH
94 2025

PrOCEssion anp IT1ASS
IN HONOR OD OUR LADY OF

CAUSE OF OUR JOY AND HOPE 5 A
Advent Retreat for Adults D

Saturday, December 13 QUR LADY OF SOLITUDES

Sunday’ December 14&] THE PROCESSION BEGINS AT 10300 AN

fare 8 |—==
10am -3pm i B o
Mass and lunch are included. ARCHBRDRJO% & OO
Afreewill offering is greatly appreciated. Suggested donation $35.00. EAST LA COLLEGE

S0 CesAR CHAVEZ l,",\«'l,

Monterey Park, CA 917540

Please RSVP by December 5%
to 714-557-4538 or RetreatCenter@joyfulapostolate.org

b 38

RETREAT CENTER

2927 S Greenville St. Santa Ana, CA 92704
www.joyfulapostolate.org/advent-retreat-2

2 1M
1 ‘m Catolics
&, FORMORE INFORMATION (213)
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Movement For A Better World

“l I. FAITH ,1_7

“Children, let us love not in word or speech but
in deed and truth.” -1 John 3:18.

Thanksgiving Food and Blanket
Distribution: THANK YOU for your generous
support of 114 very grateful families including
over 300 children! An abundant amount of food,
blankets, blessings and hope were provided!
Through our Called to Renew initiative with
partner, Our Lady of Refuge, our key leads
assisted OLR to serve an ADDITIONAL 35 families
including over 75 children! Over 750 people
overalll!

Dec. 6-7 - Christmas Present Drive: Envelopes
will be available at Masses for the children of
families we will assist for Christmas: a child’s
name, age, sex, sizes, and instructions. Please
return gifts to church by Dec. 14 at 12:30 pm or
to the Parish Life Center during the week.

Dec. 20 - Christmas Food and Present
Distribution: As a parish community, we will
assist 80 families for Christmas, and Easter. Can
you help us deliver? So meaningful to
kids! Please contact Jill Salinaz (562) 822-7367 or
jmsalinaz@yahoo.com.

For many fulfilling ways to serve, please call Tim

Clark (562) 431-4385.

Skip-a-Meal Donations: Please be especially
mindful during the holiday season when our
needs are greatest.

L

A/ s 'y
- KmOhtS of ('@thﬂé
Columbm LIGHT

The Knights of Columbus, Council 3629, proudly serving St. Cornelius, St.
Joseph, and St. Maria Goretti, are thrilled to offer a special holiday
decorating service. We are here to help our senior brothers, senior parish
members, or anyone needing assistance with hanging Christmas lights
and arranging outdoor decorations.

Our goal is to enhance your Christmas celebrations, creating a festive and
warm atmosphere for your family and friends.

*  We will accommodate requests on a **first-come, first-served** basis.
* Please provide your own lights and decorations. We can supply some
small hardware if needed.
If you're interested in having your home decorated for Christmas, please
call **310-738-4396**,
May God bless you and your family during this joyful season!

Knights of Columbus: Keeping Christ in Christmas!*

“.N‘

Did You Know"

Facts about community grooming

There is a third type of grooming: community
grooming. In community grooming, a predator
creates a controlled environment, projecting
an image of a responsible, caring adult. They
mimic the behavior of good people around
them, to get closer to children and then select
a victim. Adults often have trouble seeing
potentially troubling behavior, because they
have been groomed to see the predator as an
upstanding person. For more information,
read the VIRTUS® article “The Grooming
Process” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know.
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The holidays are
challenging when you’re
grieving a loss.

B
4\
< &
/
(

Hello all you St. Joseph Seniors,
Our St. Joseph Senior Social Group has been

meeting once a month at the El Dorado Golf ey

Course Restaurant for breakfast. We will have th?u rV|.V| ng

one more breakfast meeting at the El Dorado on 7 7

Monday, December 8 at 9:30am. provides encouragement, support, and valuable

tools to navigate the season.

This will be a Christmas breakfast, and we are
asking everyone to bring a nice "white elephant” Jolnusforthis 2-hourseminas

Location Date & time Contact info

gift, wrapped, and we will draw numbers to pick a

May Pace

gift... It will be a fun morning to celebrate the
beginning of the Christmas Season. Itis also a
Holy Day - The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, so we can go to 8:00 am Mass and
then to the El Dorado Restaurant. Then the

December 1¢

griefshare.org/holidays

€21

exciting news is that we will begin having our ln Memorlam

regular Senior Social Group gatherings in our new
St. Joseph Center starting in January 2026.

Meditation
) Mark Nakagawa
Yoy Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church
oA _,J N $oes p
\”‘é 2 The\Verq (fommun.lty . Saturday, December 5th at 10:00 am
/ fr Christian Meditation
Marcia Carizzales
St. Joseph's Meditation Group currently meets Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church
every Tuesday evening at 7:00PM via Zoom. Our Saturday, December 6th at 10:00 am
weekly session is based on the teachings of Fr.
John Main, OSB. Meditation is an age-old Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
Christian practice and open to everyone. No perpetual light shine upon them.
experience is required and beginners are May the souls of all the faithful departed, thl’OUgh
welcome. the mercy of God, restin peace.

For more information, contact Frank McKown at
(310) 633-1744 or frmckown@gmail.com ~Amen~
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Parish Directory

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK

November 30, 2025

stjoseph@stjosephlb.org
Deacon Shane Cuda sfcuda@yahoo.com
Deacon Tom Halliwell dentom@stjosephlb.org
Sr. Eva (Director of Adult Faith Formation) sreva@stjosephlb.org
Office Manager Brenda Pineda (562) 594-4657
Office Assistant Joyce Castaneda (562) 594-4657
Pastoral Council Shelley Padilla (562) 594-4657
Finance Council George Zuluaga Zuluaga@aol.com
Safeguard The Children Parish Office (562) 594-4657
Parish Bulletin Editor Brenda Pineda bulletin@stjosephlb.org
Website Coordinator Mike Santy mike@stjosephlb.org
St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal
(562) 596-6115 sjknights.net Fax: (562) 596-6725
Assistant Principal: Madison Alba
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE
(562) 598-0519 marc@stjosephlb.org
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Johnson (562)596-6115
High School Ministry & Confirmation: LizMoreno (562)596-6115
OCIA: Sr. Eva sreva@stjosephlb.org (562) 596-6115
Parish Ministries & Organizations

Baptism Preparation Brenda Pineda (562) 594-4657
Director of Music Vivian Doughty (562) 594-4657
Eucharistic Ministry Tonet Risko riskotonet@yahoo.com
Lectors Steve Koppenheffer lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com
Esther Ministry Virginia Young estherministryl@gmail.com
Hospitality Ministry Deborah Rollinger (562) 594-4657
Movement For A Better World Tim Clark (562) 431-4385
Senior Group Donna Luciene (562) 810-5244
Knights Of Columbus Marty Vezzetti (702) 401-5247
Natural Family Planning Greg & Beth Gath (562) 377-5877
Boy Scouts Jeff Baer (562) 537-6722
Sacristans Joe Dang (562) 431-1876
Homebound Ministry Patty Brunter pjbstampin@aol.com |
Bereavement Ministry May Pace (562) 833-6370
Cursillo Tom & Marie Newton  tjn8343@gmail.com
Parish Fair Pete Wroblicky sjspringfair@gmail.com
Environment Jessica Gil bpax.gd@gmail.com
Altar Servers Monica Wissuchek stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com
Welcome CRHP Diane Ohde stjlbwelcome@gmail.com
Book Club Mary Anne Silvestri agoodlife@msn.com
Meditation Frank McKown frmckown@gmail.com

<Y il SNy 2k
ss Schedule

Saturday Vigil
5:00 p.m.

M F

Sunday
Mass on the Grass

Outdoors
8:30 a.m.

Indoor Mass
10:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Daily Mass (M-W)
8:00 a.m.

14

Saturdays

3:45-4:30 p.m.

First Fridays
8:00-9:00 a.m.
Third Tuesdays

7:00-8:00 p.m.
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LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Dave Hyde

dhyde@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x5820

1D,

Jennifer Lumsdaine
2023 Attorney of the Year,
Southeast District Bar Association
Parish Members Receive Free Consultations for Wills &
Trusts, Probate & Trust Administration, Conservatorships
(562) 923-0971 | tidlaw.com
jlumsdaine@tldlaw.com
Offices in Downey, Long Beach, Irvine

TAX PREPARATION

Aragon, Santillan & Associates
Ophelia Aragon, EA, NTPI Fellow
Fabian Santillan, EA
Tax Preparation & Notary Services
6342 E. Spring St.

Long Beach, CA 90815

AX.C
562-421-3063

Parishioners

© ADT-Monitored Home Security
e Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust ! s

833-287-3502 (a0} &

® Burglary ® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety

COMPASS

Serving Your
Real Estate needs in
LLong Beach and

Surrounding Areas
Tyler Luckey

562.2541325
DRE 01978990

HIRE o PLUMBING

25+ Years Experience
562-925-4046
Heating Sewer & Drains
Stoppages Gas Lines
Wall & Floor Furnace Slab Leaks
Video Inspections Remodels
Copper/Pex Re-Pipes

® Carbon Monoxide

Pam Luckey
562.307.4367
DRE 00751586

! luckeyteam@compass.com | luckeyteam.com

Garbage Disposals
Water Heaters
Free Estimates

S

10% Discount With this Ad

*$300 Maximum Discount*

‘
l

CGEM E'T'E'RTE S
& MO R oI lLA-I-1 S

FIRSTTEAM

REAL ESTATE

JULIE®VOCK

Julie Vock - Realtor
Born and Raised Neighborhood Specialist

714.501.7798

www.JulieVock.com

Weekends
10-2pm!

562-541-1105
4130 Paramount Blvd., Lakewood, CA 90712

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

brei# 01383367

EVERLASTING FAITH. EVERLASTING LIFE.

0’Connor’s Irish Pub
Pub & Kitchen Open Daily at 10am
All Ages Welcome! 25 Big Screen TVs, Newly Remodeled,
Full Kitchen & Bar, Game Room & 14 Ice Cold Beers On Tap!
Fish & Chips Dinner & Drinks For Two S30

Beer-Battered Alaskan Cod,
Fries, Coleslaw, Pub Salad,
Domestic Pint/Selizer
7 Days, 5pm-close. Mention this ad

Brunch and
Live Music
on the

catholicmaich’
California

BUY — SELL —INVEST

Local Parishioners

2 0]
\/“u DS -
Tessa Luckey

562.254.0696
DRE 01291580

562-498-6701
AUTO ~ HOME ~ LIFE
Be more than a number.

Be part of the family.
LIC#0447779
Family owned & operated since 1984,

ASHLEY HAYES, 50,
PHARMD, BCPS 58
CONSULTANT PHARMACIST L Yy

914-439-3653

CLINICAL PRACTITIONER * PATIENT CARE ADVOCATE
MEDICATION EXPERT  EDUCATOR * DRUG INFO RESOURCE

HAVE YOU HAD A
MEDICATION REVIEW
LATELY?

TIMOTHY J. CASE, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personalized Service
1777 Bellflower, #208, L.B.

562/597-7260
U.S.C. Grad Parishioner

A ministry of the Church
serving the [aithful.

Learn about our 11 locations in
Los Angeles, Ventura and
Santa Barbara counties

CatholicCM.org

Outside is fun again!
Service Areas:
¢ Seal Beach ¢ Cypress
® Los Alamitos ¢ Rossmoor
* East Long Beach
Ken Kay & Evelyn Dinnen, Owners

LuYyBEN FAMILY DILDAY-MOTTELL MORTUARY
GUARANTEED LOWEST FUNERAL COST INTOWN

John G. Luyben » Rosalie A. Luyben » Thaddeus Luyben « Martin Luyben « James Morgan
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE MEMORIAL GUIDE... “PRE-ARRANGING FOR TIME OF NEED”

5161 Arbor Road, Long Beach, CA

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

425-6401

St. Joseph Church, Long Beach, CA A 4C 05-4064




