
6180 E. Willow Street Long Beach, CA 90815   
 T: (562) 594-4657  F: (562) 431-7424   

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Closed Noon - 1:00 for lunch) 
stjosephlb.org  

 St. Joseph Parish  

https://stjosephlb.org


Letter From Our Pastor 
 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. This weekend’s Scriptures invite us to pray for the 
Wisdom of Solomon. The King of Israel struggled to manage all the responsibilities in his life, 
and he knew that with God’s help he could be a faithful and loving servant. In the Gospel, Jesus 
reminds us that many people clamor for our attention and that in all things our first priority must 
be the Lord above! Pray to make God first and all your relationships and actions will fall into 
their proper place. 
 
Two weeks ago, we celebrated our 70th anniversary and the reopening of our St. Joseph Center 
with an amazing outdoor dinner. Being hospitable and welcoming, and making sure everyone 
was served was a heroic effort offered by so many of our parishioners. I want to take a moment 
to acknowledge the core committee members and thank them: 
Shelley Padilla – Our First Cheerleader and coordinator. 
 
Danielle Organista – Coordinator with Naples Rib Company 
Deborah and John Rollinger – Coffee/dessert plus anniversary bookmarks. 
Ana Maria McCarty – Décor. 
Monica Wissuchek – Registration. 
George and Susy Zuluaga - Marketing and Slideshow. 
Marty Vezzetti/ Paul Dondero and the Knights – Bar and Beverages. 
Kathy Mills – Volunteer Coordinator. 
Marcel Whittney – Buffet Management 
Holy Helpers – our High School Youth group welcomed folks, served and cleaned the tables 
There were dozens of other volunteers who assisted with check-in, served in the buffet lines, 
rolled silverware into napkins, put together the slideshow, set up and stayed for cleanup, etc.. 
 
A great big Saint Joseph’s thank you for making this one of the most successful and largest 
gatherings in Saint Joseph’s history.  
 
I’m taking next weekend off to have fun with some friends.  Please welcome our visitors who will 
take care of your Sunday Spiritual needs: Saturday evening will be Fr. Athanasius and on Sunday 
we welcome Our San Pedro Regional Shepherd, Bishop Marc Trudeau who will celebrate all 3 
Sunday Masses.  Please give them a great St. Joseph’s Welcome! 
Enjoy these photos from our 70th Gala!   
 
End of Summer Blessings, 
 
Msgr. Kevin 
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A Note From Deacon Tom 

Many of our parishioners are aware of Pat’s 
journey with Parkinson’s. Your love, prayers, 
support, and meals have been both amazing 
and uplifting, and we thank you for 
everything you have done for us. We want 
to inform you that in addition to Parkinson’s, 
Pat has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
Disease. We are making this journey 
together, and with our family, friends, and 
the St. Joseph Parish Community. Please 
keep us in your prayers as we go forward. 
 
Peace, 
 
Deacon Tom & Pat 

Join Us for the 2nd Annual  
NICU Warrior Walk 

 
Edward and Haley Steinhauser (12:30 PM 
Mass) invite you to join them for the 2nd 
Annual NICU Warrior Walk on Sunday, 
September 28, 2025, at 8:30 AM in 
downtown Long Beach. Organized in honor 
of their son Cooper, this special event takes 
place during NICU Awareness Month as 
we come together to honor babies, their 
families, and the medical teams who care 
for them. 
 
Tickets can be purchased at 
nicuwarriorwalk.org. If you are unable to 
attend, you can still support this mission by 
making a donation through the website. 
 
Together, let’s walk in faith, hope, and love 
for NICU families. 
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Have you ever thought about what unnatural 
birth control methods really do to your body? 

To your marriage?  
 

The Couple-to-Couple League has the answers 
and more. Attend a short course and learn a 

natural method of family planning that is safe, 
effective, and morally acceptable. Great for 
achieving as well as postponing pregnancy.  

A new online course starts  
Tuesday, September 9th.  

 
For more information and registration,          visit 
www.ccli.org or contact Deacon Greg and Beth 

Gath at (562) 377-5877     
or bethgath@gmail.com. 

 

Calling All Men 
 

Welcome Christ Renews His  
Parish Men's Retreat 

Only a few weeks away 
Sept. 27th, Saturday 8am – 9pm 
Sept. 28th, Sunday 8am – 3pm 
Reconnect. Recharge. Refocus. 

 

Held here at St. Joseph Parish Life Center, 
Join us for a weekend designed specifically 
for men.  Enjoy inspiring talks, fellowship & 
delicious food. 
 
Experience personal growth, brotherhood 
and take time to refocus on what really 
matters.  
 

Sign up today! 
This retreat will change your life. 

 
Come for the journey. 

Leave with new strength and purpose. 
 

To learn more and to sign up,  
visit our parish website Or  

https://stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-
renews/ 
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"This is how all will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 

another."  -Jn 13:35. 
Sept 16 6:30 PM - Committee Meeting: As 
we begin our 40th year of channeling the 
generosity of our St. Joseph parish 
community to the poor and marginalized of 
Long Beach, help us inspire our upcoming 
activities. 
Sept 27-28 - Feed-a-Baby Food 
Drive:  Collecting non-perishable baby food 
and products for Catholic Charities, Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Residence, and New Life 
Beginnings of Long Beach.   
Opportunities!  Are you inspired to shepherd 
faith among our supported brethren? 
Chaplain wanted. Stipends and formation, 
available. For this and many other 
opportunities to serve, call Tim Clark, (562) 
431-4385. 

Downloading apps 
If your child has a mobile phone or tablet, you 

should be aware of what apps he or she is 
downloading and using. There are several 
apps designed to hide photos and videos, 
that are protected by security features like 
passwords, fingerprints or face ID. These 

apps may not be immediately obvious on a 
device, as they are designed to be hidden. 

One tip to avoid hidden content or apps is to 
set up a shared log-in or account which will 

allow you to prevent anything from being 
loaded to your child’s phone without your 

knowledge. For more tips and information, 
read the VIRTUS® article “Do You Know 

What’s Dwelling On Your Child’s Phone?” 
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know. 

Meditation 

St. Joseph's Meditation Group currently 
meets every Tuesday evening at 7:00PM via 
Zoom.  Our weekly session is based on the 

teachings of Fr. John Main, OSB. Meditation is 
an age-old Christian practice and open to 
everyone.  No experience is required and 

beginners are welcome.  For more 
information, contact Frank McKown at  

(310) 633-1744 or frmckown@gmail.com    

Did You Know? 

September 7, 2025                 Page  9 

https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
mailto:frmckown@gmail.com


Our next get together will be at the  
El Dorado Restaurant on  

Monday, September 8th at 9:30 am.   
Please join us for a nice time catching up with 

old friends and meeting new friends.  When you 
arrive, tell the server that you are with St. Joseph 

and he/she will direct you to the area we are 
gathering in.  Everyone will order and pay for his/

her own breakfast.  We look forward to seeing 
you there.  For future reference, we meet there 

on the 2nd Monday of every month, at the same 
time. Looking forward to seeing you! 

Senior Group 

Our next Book Club  
meeting is  

Wednesday, November 19th  
at 7pm on Zoom  

  
Life After Doom: Wisdom and 

Courage for a World Falling 
Apart by Brian D. McLaren 

 
"Blending insights from philosophers, 
poets, scientists, and theologians, Life After 
Doom explores the complexity of hope, the 
necessity of grief, and the need for new ways of 
thinking, becoming, and belonging in turbulent 
times." Life After Doom: Wisdom and Courage for 
a World Falling Apart: McLaren, Brian D.: 
9781250893277: Amazon.com: Books 
 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com   

Book Club Women’s Retreat 

Ladies of the parish! Please join your sisters 
in Christ for a refreshing and peaceful 

weekend with the Carmelite sisters at Sacred 
Heart Retreat House. Our parish weekend is 

September 12-14, 2025.  
Registration is open now. To register go to 
sacredheartretreathouse.com/retreats.  

If you have any questions or need help 
registering please contact Marie Newton by 

phone at 562-209-1298. 
This is a wonderful time of spiritual renewal. 
Don’t delay as the weekend fills up quickly. 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

 

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                           dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Marilyn North             (562) 519-0154  
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 493-2198 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 
Meditation                    Frank McKown                      frmckown@gmail.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
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