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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Dear Parish Family:

Welcome to the 20" Sunday in Ordinary Time! The author of the Letter to the Hebrews
pleads with us: “Persevere in running the race and to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.”
Today so much of our world is in deadly conflict with the Word of God. This weekend we
will hear Jesus say, “l have come to set the earth on fire”! Through our Baptism, the fire is
in us, and the Lord wants us to burn with zeal in defending his Name and proclaiming our
faith!

This week, our School Faculty and Staff return to begin a week of preparation to
commence a hew school year. This Monday, August 18, | am taking our Parish Staff and
the School Faculty and Staff to the Cathedral of our Lady of the Angels for a Day of
Recollection and Retreat. Our mission is to grow in our discipleship with Jesus Christ, to
be united as one Body in Christ and to serve you more boldly. We will be gone all day and
so please note that the Parish Office will be closed on Monday. Please pray for us!

Next Saturday at 6:00 PM is the big event with the celebration of our 70" Anniversary as a
Parish Community and the reopening of the renovated and remodeled St. Joseph Center.

Reservations are closed as we have over 600 parishioners attending. See you at the Party!

Have a Blessed Week,
Msgr. Kevin

-
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Then the king ordered Ebed-melech the Cushite
to take three men along with him,
and draw the prophet Jeremiah out of the cistern
before he should die. (Jer 38:10)

Psalm:
Lord, come to my aid! (Ps 40)

Second Reading:
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin
that clings to us
and persevere in running the race that lies before us. (Heb 12:1)

Gospel:
Jesus said to his disciples:
“| have come to set the earth on fire,
and how | wish it were already blazing!” (Lk 12:49)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

Jesus tells us that he has come to set fire to
the earth. What can we give him as kindling?
Let us look into our souls and see where the
fire of Christ can be ignited, and pray that
our souls may be consumed by its life-giving
flames.

Observances for the week of
August 17, 2025

Devotions, Explained!

Defined by a monophonic
(meaning a single melody
without harmony or chords),
unaccompanied song, Gregorian
chant is a form of sacred music
used in liturgical settings and
prayer. It has been synonymous
with Catholic musical worship
since the first millennium.

Prayer for Bravery

Dear God,

In the moments when my faith
is met with others’ disdain or
ridicule, give me the grace to

Sunday: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time be grounded in You. Remind me

Tuesday: t. John Eludes. Pricst that Your mission matters, and

Wednesday: St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the that.You alone brln.g comfort,
Chuirch healing, and salvation.

Thursday: St. Pius X, Pope Amen.

Friday: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday: St. Rose of Lima, Virgin

Next Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 2025 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Worship & Meditation

Readings for the week of
August 17, 2025

Sunday:
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 (14b)/
Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53

Monday:
Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40,
43ab and 44/Mt 19:16-22

Tuesday:
Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14/
Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday:
Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 20:1-16

Thursday:
Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/
Mt 22:1-14

Friday:
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6¢-7,
8-9a, 9bc-10/Mt 22:34-40

Saturday:
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/
Mt 23:1-12

Next Sunday:
Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Demanding
1 oue

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

During my baseball career, my best coach often said,
“You shouldn’t be worried if | yell at you. Be worried if

| don’t. If | stop pushing you, it means | don’t think you
have any more potential.” He demanded a lot, and |
knew it meant he saw that | could be something special
on the baseball field.

Jesus says some demanding words to us this week.

“Do you think | have come to establish peace on the
earth?” he asks, “No, tell you, but rather division”
(Luke 12:51). He wants you and me-in fact, all the
earth-to participate in the luminous glory of God. That’s
why he speaks of himself as a divine arsonist. Divine fire
is like a good coach: it demands the removal of all that
obstructs the achievement of the lofty goal.

How is your life demanding right now? That
inconvenient family situation, the unfair boss at work,
the kids who reject their parents’ wishes, the nagging
health issue? Maybe things would be more peaceful
devoid of these seemingly arbitrary difficulties. But for
us who believe in the one who comes to set the earth
of fire, we should be much more worried if he stops
demanding so much from us. In fact, let’s thank him for
it. He sees how glorious we can become.

— Father John Muir

| 20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi



REGISTRATION

NOW OPEN

Now accepting students for:

First Communion 2 REGISER MR

Quest (3rd, 4th, 5th graders)

Middle School

CONTACTUS §

Director of Faith Formation: Marc Leon

@ (563) 594-4657 Ext:231

@ marc@stjosephlb.org



HIGH SCHOOL
GIINFIIIHATIIIN PII[IGIIAH

SESSIONS: BI-WEEKLY SUNDAYS
MOST HOLIDAY WEEKENDS OFF
TIME: 11:00AM - 12:00PM

BREAK: 12:00PM - 12:20PM

MASS AS A CLASS: 12:30PM - 1:30PM

el wslenv
i

(662)598-0519 EXT 2
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Christ Renews His Parish

A Special Opportunity for the
Men of our Parish

From Men who have attended

“l attended the Christ Welcome Christ Renews His Parish retreat at St.
Joseph in Long Beach. The witnesses that | heard on my retreat were so moving.
The men really opened up and shared their backgrounds that made them the
men they are today. It was truly an amazing experience. I've never been in a
retreat like that where the men were so authentic and so open with their
experiences. It is definitely a retreat all men of God should attend and be a part
of the renewal of the church.” - Michael Mantong

“Thank you for offering the Welcome Retreat. It has helped me reconnect
to several good men and get to know others, | feel my sense of community has
expanded for the better.” - Paul Farrell

Men’s Weekend Retreat:
Saturday, September 27 & Sunday, September 28, 2025
Sign Up Now!

For more information or to sign up for the retreat
please visit the parish website
https://stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-renews/



https://stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-renews/

EXPLORE HOW TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN
IN THE MIDST OF A PAGAN CULTURE IN

Corinthians”

AN 11-PART BIBLE STUDY FEATURING _
TIM GRAY

THE

GREAT
ADVENTURE

St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians addresses
many of the same topics in the news headlines today:

Dates - Times - Location o :
scandals, promiscuity, debates and controversies, and

Startlng Wednesday September 10th issues related to prosperity versus poverty. Clearly,
at 9:00am in the PLC (Sr Eva) and the struggles faced by the early Christians are in
Thursday, September 11th at 7:00pm many ways similar to our own.

on Zoom (Mike and Chris)

First Corinthians: The Church and the Christian
Community explores the key elements of the gospel
message that Paul introduced to a new and growing
Church. Presenter Tim Cray examines Paul’s advice
for living an authentic Christian life in a pagan culture,
as well as his teachings about the nature of grace, the
Church as the body of Christ, and the most powerful

. . gift of all—the Eucharist.
Cost - Registration

The cost for the study guide is $20. This study has given me a renewed love of the Word,

Please register by Sending email to a desire to learn more, and most of all a closeness to
Sreva@SthSpemb. org or Jesus that | have not experienced before.

mike@stjosephlb.org. Linda F

For More Information

Contact: Mike at mike@stjosephlb.org
or Sr. Eva at sreva@stjosephlb.org.

Corinthians

The Church and the Christian Community

Visit ascensionpress.com to learn more!




"It is a kingly act to assist the fallen."
-St. Mother Teresa

Food from the Heart: Thank you for your
generous donations for families served by
Catholic Charities of Long Beach.
Opportunities! Thanks to all who generously
supported our FOURTEEN Movement for a
Better World initiatives during our 2024-2025
program year. Essential Home Furnishings-
Canyou help pick up parishioner donations
and deliver them to families in need? Multi-
Services Center- Can you serve as a point of

contact with the City of Long Beach HHS Multi

-Services Center? For this and many other
opportunities to serve, call Tim Clark,
(562) 431-4385.

Meditation

52
2% mWorld Community
? fr Christian Meditation

St. Joseph's Meditation Group currently
meets every Tuesday evening at 7:00PM via
Zoom. Our weekly session is based on the

teachings of Fr. John Main, OSB. Meditation is
an age-old Christian practice and open to
everyone. No experience is required and
beginners are welcome. For more
information, contact Frank McKown at
(310) 633-1744 or frmckown@gmail.com

AUICUSTEZ?

The Queenship
of Mary

This feast day recognizes
Mary as the "Queen of
Heaven and Earth” and
celebrates herspecial role
in savatio

Dld You Know

Back to school safety tips

As your children head back to school, parents
should begin laying the groundwork (if they
haven’t already) for open communication
about the school’s safety guidelines and
policies. Talk to children about safe adults
and keep lines of communication open about
who they see and interact with, how they feel
about their school days, and what they are
learning. Remind children regularly that they
should find a safe adult if they ever feel
unsafe or uncomfortable in any situation. For
more tips, read “Talking to Kids About Safety
and Boundaries for Back to School” by
visiting https://parequirements.com/blog/
talking-to-kids-about-safety-and-
boundaries-for-back-to-school.

‘
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Page 9
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September 12th
Women'’s Silent Retreat

"N M |

Ladies of the parish! Please join your sisters
in Christ for a refreshing and peaceful
weekend with the Carmelite sisters at Sacred
Heart Retreat House. Our parish weekend is
September 12-14, 2025.
Registration is open now. To register go to
sacredheartretreathouse.com/retreats.
If you have any questions or need help
registering please contact Marie Newton by
phone at 562-209-1298.

This is a wonderful time of spiritual renewal.
Don’t delay as the weekend fills up quickly.

2,

57 2K
PN A i

upport

Grief support 13 week sessions from
June 3rd — August 26th
Meetings are held on
Tuesdays 9:30 -11:30 a.m. each week
You can start on any week.

For more information Contact May Pace,
Bereavement Minister,
maypace@gmail.com

Or 562/833-6370
CLASSES ARE HELD AT THE PLC BUILDING

Wednesday, August 20th at
7pmon Zoom

How We Learn to Be Brave by
Mariann Edgar Budde

‘An inspirational guide to the key junctures in
life that, if navigated with faith and
discernment, pave the way for us to become
our most courageous selves, by the bishop of
the famed Episcopal Diocese of Washington,
D.C." How We Learn to Be Brave: Decisive
Moments in Life and Faith: Edgar Budde,
Mariann: 9780593539217: Amazon.com:
Books

All are welcome. For more info, email

agoodlife@msn.com
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Parish Directory

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org
Deacon Shane Cuda sfcuda@yahoo.com
Deacon Tom Halliwell dentom@stjosephlb.org
Sr. Eva (Director of Adult Faith Formation) sreva@stjosephlb.org
Office Manager Brenda Pineda (562) 594-4657
Office Assistant Joyce Castaneda (562) 594-4657
Pastoral Council Shelley Padilla (562) 594-4657
Finance Council George Zuluaga Zuluaga@aol.com
Safeguard The Children Parish Office (562) 594-4657
Parish Bulletin Editor Brenda Pineda bulletin@stjosephlb.org
Website Coordinator Mike Santy mike@stjosephlb.org
St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal
(562) 596-6115 sjknights.net Fax: (562) 596-6725
Assistant Principal: Madison Alba
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE
(562) 598-0519 marc@stjosephlb.org
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Johnson (562)596-6115
High School Ministry & Confirmation: LizMoreno (562)596-6115
OCIA: Sr. Eva sreva@stjosephlb.org (562) 596-6115
Parish Ministries & Organizations
Baptism Preparation Brenda Pineda (562) 594-4657
Director of Music Vivian Doughty (562) 594-4657
Eucharistic Ministry Tonet Risko riskotonet@yahoo.com
Lectors Steve Koppenheffer lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com
Esther Ministry Virginia Young estherministryl@gmail.com
Hospitality Ministry Deborah Rollinger (562) 594-4657
Movement For A Better World Tim Clark (562) 431-4385
Senior Group Marilyn North (562) 519-0154
Knights Of Columbus Marty Vezzetti (702) 401-5247

Natural Family Planning Greg & Beth Gath (562) 377-5877
Boy Scouts Jeff Baer (562) 537-6722
Sacristans Joe Dang (562) 493-2198
Homebound Ministry Patty Brunter pjbstampin@aol.com
Bereavement Ministry May Pace (562) 833-6370
Cursillo Tom & Marie Newton  tjn8343@gmail.com
Parish Fair Pete Wroblicky sjspringfair@gmail.com

Jessica Gil bpax.gd@gmail.com
Monica Wissuchek stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com

Environment
Altar Servers

Welcome CRHP Diane Ohde stjlbwelcome@gmail.com
Book Club Mary Anne Silvestri agoodlife@msn.com
Meditation Frank McKown frmckown@gmail.com
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Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
Mass on the Grass

Outdoors
8:30 a.m.

Indoor Mass
10:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Daily Mass (M-W)
8:00 a.m.

Reconciliation

Saturdays
3:45-4:30 p.m.

N [N AT

Adoration

First Fridays
8:00-9:00 a.m.



https://sjknights.net/
mailto:riskotonet@yahoo.com
mailto:estherministry1@gmail.com

" LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Dave Hyde

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

Provder

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

COMPASS

Serving Your

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

833-287-3502 [40T)

N,

BUY —SELL —INVEST
Local Parishioners

=Y

| catholicmatch®

California

dhyde@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x5820

1.

Jennifer Lumsdaine
2023 Attorney of the Year,
Southeast District Bar Association
Parish Members Receive Free Consultations for Wills &
Trusts, Probate & Trust Administration, Conservatorships
(5662) 923-0971 | tldlaw.com
jlumsdaine@tldlaw.com
Offices in Downey, Long Beach, Irvine

TAX PREPARATION

Aragon, Santillan & Associates
Ophelia Aragon, EA, NTPI Fellow
Fabian Santillan, EA
Tax Preparation & Notary Services
6342 E. Spring St.

Long Beach, CA 90815
Wwww.asatax.com

562-421-3063

Parishioners

JULIE®VOCK

i

p & v _‘i ! '-
Tessa Luckey

562.254.0696
DRE 01291580

Real Estate needs in
Long Beach and
Surrounding Areas

&

Pam Luckey
562.307.4367
DRE 00751586

Tyler Luckey
562.254.1325
DRE 01978990

562-498-6701
AUTO ~ HOME ~ LIFE
Be more than a number.

Be part of the family.
LIC#0447779
Family owned & operated since 1984.

PHARMD, BCPS
CONSULTANT PHARMACIST

914-439-3653

CLINICAL PRACTITIONER e PATIENT CARE ADVOCATE
MEDICATION EXPERT « EDUCATOR * DRUG INFO RESOURCE |

HAVE YOU HAD A
MEDICATION REVIEW
LATELY?

IRE pqe PLUMBINGS
25+ Years Experience

562-925-4046
Heating Sewer & Drains
Stoppages Gas Lines
Wall & Floor Furnace Slab Leaks
Video Inspections Remodels

@ Copper/Pex Re-Pipes
' = ’ Garbage Disposals
10% Discount With this Ad

Water Heaters
*$300 Maximum Discount*

FIRSTTEAM

REAL ESTATE

Free Estimates

Julie Vock - Realtor
Born and Raised Neighborhood Specialist

714.501.7798

bre# 01383367

TIMOTHY J. CASE, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personalized Service
1777 Bellflower, #208, L.B.
562/597-7260
U.S.C. Grad Parishioner

A ministry of the Church
serving the faithful.

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

www.JulieVock.com

§

562-541-1105
4130 Paramount Blvd., Lakewood, CA 90712

SUPPORT

s e o
GCeesM E*T " E'RIFE S
& M O R oLl =

Learn about our 11 locations in
Los Angeles, Ventura and
Santa Barbara counties

EVERLASTING FAITH. EVERLASTING LIFE.

CatholicCM.org

Outside is fun again!
Service Areas:

e Seal Beach ¢ Cypress

® Los Alamitos ¢ Rossmoor

0’Connor’s Irish Pub
Pub & Kitchen Open Daily at 10am
All Ages Welcome! 25 Big Screen TVs, Newly Remodeled,
Full Kitchen & Bar, Game Room & 14 Ice Cold Beers On Tap!

Fish & Chips Dinner & Drinks For Two S30
Beer-Battered Alaskan Cod,
Fries, Coleslaw, Pub Salad,

Domestic Pint/Seltzer
7 Days, 5pm-close. Mention this ad

Brunch and
Live Music
on the

¢ East Long Beach
Owners

LuyBeEN FAMILY DILDAY-MOTTELL MORTUARY
GUARANTEED LOWEST FUNERAL COST INTOWN
John G. Luyben « Rosalie A. Luyben * Thaddeus Luyben « Martin Luyben « James Morgan

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE MEMORIAL GUIDE... “PRE-ARRANGING FOR TIME OF NEED”

5161 Arbor Road, Long Beach, CA 425-6401

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Joseph Church, Long Beach, CA A 4C 05-4064




