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Letter From Our Pastor 
 
Dear Parish Family: 
 
Welcome to the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  This weekend we will hear one of the 
more memorable stories that linger in our religious imagination. Jesus will recount for 
us the story of the Good Samaritan. All the readings this Sunday demonstrate that 
love of God goes hand-in-hand with care for one’s neighbor. When we ask,” Who is 
our neighbor”, the response of Jesus is to learn to be sensitive to God’s call to 
compassion and to show mercy wherever we hear it. 
 
This weekend our parish celebrates a Mission Cooperative Sunday, and we 
welcome Fr. Ignacio Verdier to Saint Joseph. He is a Priest who serves as an affiliate 
representative working with the Dalmanutha Institution in Tijuana, Mexico  
 
The Missionary Cooperative plan is a vital Pontifical Archdiocesan effort, providing 
crucial support to mission dioceses, religious communities, and organizations – often 
their sole source of funding. I encourage you to please be as generous as you can to 
support Dalmanuta. If you write a check please make the check to St. Joseph and 
after the Mission Appeal, we will send one check to the Mission plan.  Fr. Ignacio has 
written the following: 
 

“Dalmanuta Institution is a new congregation born in Uruguay – South America in 
1980. We are both priests and religious sisters advocated full-time to spiritual 

direction. We nurse our spirituality and the spiritual exercises of Saint Ignatius Loyola. 
That’s the reason of our name, Del Minuto from the book of Maccabees, which 
describes a silent and desert place where Jesus went along with his disciples, a 

symbolic way to describe our apostleship focused on inner and effective life. Since our 
foundation, we have spread out through Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil and Mexico. In 
Tijuana, we are two priests, one brother and two sisters working since 1994. We 

oversee a little chapel near downtown devoted to Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus. 
Currently our main needs are directed to the formation of new local vocations.”  

 

If you would like further information, you can visit:  
https://missionsla.org/institucion-dalmanuta-tijuana-mexico-1602  

 
Welcome Fr. Ignacio and may the Lord bless your visit to St. Joseph’s! 
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Letter From Our Pastor Cont... 
 
As I mentioned last weekend, our local church is mourning the passing of Bishop Joseph 
Sartoris who went home to the Father on Friday, June 27, 2025. He was 97 years old. His 
resume shows a litany of 15 pastoral assignments since he was ordained a Priest of Jesus 
Christ on May 30, 1953. Bishop Joe’s Funeral Mass will take place on Friday, July 18, 2025 
at 10:00 AM at the Cathedral of our Lady of the Angels in downtown Los Angeles. As of 
this date, it has not been announced if the Cathedral will live stream the Funeral Mass, 
but you can always visit the Cathedral website at olacathedral.org  
 
In your charity and kindness, please remember Bishop Joseph Sartoris in your prayers. 
May he rest in eternal light and peace! 
 
Just a reminder that we will celebrate our 70th anniversary as a parish community and the 
reopening of our new Saint Joseph’s Center on Saturday, August 23 at 6:00 PM.  Please 
RSVP so we have an accurate count for catering needs by scrolling down for further          
information. 
 
Summer Blessings, 
 
Msgr. Kevin 
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We are excited to share that preparations are underway for our fifth 

Men’s and Women’s Welcome Christ Renews His Parish Weekend 

Retreat!  These two-day spiritual retreats will be led by the men and 

women of St. Joseph Parish, with Monsignor Kevin serving as our 

Spiritual Guide. 
 

This powerful weekend is an opportunity to be filled with the Holy 

Spirit, renewed in the presence of Our Lord, and surrounded by a 

community of faith. It promises to be a deeply moving experience for 

all participants, as well as for our dedicated Lay Formation and 

Support Teams.  We pray that the joy, love, and renewal that flow 

from these weekends will uplift our entire parish community. 
 

Together, we grow in God’s love and continue building a community 

of faith, love, and service. 

Retreat Dates 
 

Men’s Weekend Retreat: 

Saturday, September 27 & Sunday, September 28, 2025 
 

Women’s Weekend Retreat: 

Saturday, September 20 & Sunday, September 21, 2025 

(Currently full — waitlist registration available.) 
 

For more information or to sign up for the retreat 

please visit the parish website 
https://stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-renews/ 

https://stjosephlb.org/welcome-Christ-renews/




“Let us love God, but let it be with the 
strength of our arms and the sweat of our 

brows.”           -Pope Leo XIV  
 

Homeless Kit Drive: MANY thanks to all who 
generously supported our homeless kit drive 
June 21-29.  Kits and supplies for over 200 
kits were provided!  $292 was donated from 
which 25 kits will be made.  (Two separate 
drives support our Homeless Ministry’s 
distribution of 480 kits per year.) 
 
Opportunities!  Thanks to all who generously 
supported our FOURTEEN Movement for a 
Better World initiatives during another great 
2024-2025 program year. Sandwich 
Ministry. Can you deliver sandwiches to 
Catholic Charities, in rotation, once per month? 
For this and many other opportunities to serve, 
call Tim Clark, (562) 431-4385. 

Did You Know? 

What makes a child feel safe           
enough to disclose abuse?                                  

There are several factors that contribute to 
whether a child is comfortable disclosing 

abuse to an adult. Children are more likely 
to talk about problems when they: have    

access to an adult they can trust; are able to 
understand that what is happening to them 
is not normal or safe; and trust that they will 
be believed. Another factor that may help a 
child disclose abuse is when a safe adult is 

intentional and asks direct questions about a 
child’s life as it communicates caring and 
attention to the child’s life circumstances. 

For more information, read the                
VIRTUS

®
 article “Superpowers:              

Safe Adults Have Them”                              
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 
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Our next get together will be at the  
El Dorado Restaurant on  

Monday, July 14th at 9:30 am.   
Please join us for a nice time catching up with 

old friends and meeting new friends.  When you 
arrive, tell the server that you are with St. Joseph 

and he/she will direct you to the area we are 
gathering in.  Everyone will order and pay for his/

her own breakfast.  We look forward to seeing 
you there.  For future reference, we meet there 

on the 2nd Monday of every month, at the same 
time. Looking forward to seeing you! 

Senior Group 

 Our next Book Club meeting 
is  

Wednesday, August 20th at 
7pm on Zoom  

  
How We Learn to Be Brave by 

Mariann Edgar Budde 
 

‘An inspirational guide to the key junctures in 
life that, if navigated with faith and 
discernment, pave the way for us to become 
our most courageous selves, by the bishop of 
the famed Episcopal Diocese of Washington, 
D.C." How We Learn to Be Brave: Decisive 
Moments in Life and Faith: Edgar Budde, 
Mariann: 9780593539217: Amazon.com: 
Books 

All are welcome. For more info, email 
agoodlife@msn.com  

Grief support 13 week sessions from 
June 3rd — August 26th 

Meetings are held on 
Tuesdays 9:30 -11:30 a.m. each week  

You can start on any week.  
For more information Contact May Pace,  

Bereavement Minister, may-
pace@gmail.com 
Or 562/833-6370 

St. Joseph Grief Support  

Book Club 
Women’s Retreat 

Ladies of the parish! Please join your sisters 
in Christ for a refreshing and peaceful 

weekend with the Carmelite sisters at Sacred 
Heart Retreat House. Our parish weekend is 

September 12-14, 2025.  
Registration is open now. To register go to 
sacredheartretreathouse.com/retreats.  

If you have any questions or need help 
registering please contact Marie Newton by 

phone at 562-209-1298. 
This is a wonderful time of spiritual renewal. 
Don’t delay as the weekend fills up quickly. 
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Saturday Vigil 
5:00 p.m.  

 
Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 
Outdoors 
8:30 a.m.  

 
Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 
 

12:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass (M-W)  
8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 
stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                                    sfcuda@yahoo.com 
Deacon Tom Halliwell                                           dcntom@stjosephlb.org  
Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)       sreva@stjosephlb.org 
Office Manager           Brenda Pineda                    (562) 594-4657 
Office Assistant                    Joyce Castaneda              (562) 594-4657 
Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla                    (562) 594-4657 
Finance Council           George Zuluaga                Zuluaga@aol.com 
Safeguard The Children           Parish Office                (562) 594-4657 
Parish Bulletin Editor         Brenda Pineda        bulletin@stjosephlb.org 
Website Coordinator              Mike Santy               mike@stjosephlb.org 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 
 (562) 596-6115                        sjknights.net               Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:              Madison Alba                   
Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
Administrative Assistant:             Michelle Johnson       (562)596-6115 
High School Ministry & Confirmation:    Liz Moreno   (562) 596-6115 
OCIA:        Sr. Eva                   sreva@stjosephlb.org         (562) 596-6115 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 
Baptism Preparation         Brenda Pineda                       (562) 594-4657 
Director of Music                 Vivian Doughty                      (562) 594-4657 
Eucharistic Ministry           Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  
Lectors            Steve Koppenheffer           lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 
Esther Ministry             Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 
Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 
Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                     (562) 431-4385 
Senior Group        Marilyn North             (562) 519-0154  
Knights Of Columbus               Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 
Natural Family Planning          Greg & Beth Gath           (562) 377-5877 
Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

 Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 493-2198 
 Homebound Ministry            Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 
 Bereavement Ministry             May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 
 Cursillo          Tom & Marie Newton       tjn8343@gmail.com 
 Parish Fair                           Pete Wroblicky              sjspringfair@gmail.com 
 Environment                            Jessica Gil                       bpax.g4@gmail.com 
 Altar Servers     Monica Wissuchek   stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 
Welcome CRHP         Diane Ohde                     stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 
 Book Club                     Mary Anne Silvestri                agoodlife@msn.com 

Parish Directory 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Adoration 
First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
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