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Letter From Our Pastor 

Dear Parish Family: 

 

Welcome to the Sixth Sunday of Easter! Next 

Sunday we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, 

followed by Pentecost Sunday and the conclusion 

of the Great 50 days!  This weekend we are 

invited to learn from the Holy Spirit that underlies 

our Scripture readings. As we continue to journey 

through the Acts of the Apostles, the earliest 

conflict arose in the church when Jewish people 

committed to following Christ insisted that 

Gentiles must first become Jewish and follow the 

Mosaic law before becoming Christians.  What 

did the Church do? They followed the Synodal 

path by discussing the issue, offering listening 

sessions, providing various witness, invoking the 

Holy Spirit, and then making a decision. At the 

First Council of Jerusalem, St. Peter summarized 

the Synod by declaring that there was no need for 

Gentiles to become Jews, only to live as people 

permeated by God’s Holy Spirit. This Synodal 

example of the First Council of Jerusalem was set 

forth again by the late Pope Francis. The 

unprecedented polarization in our world, society, 

church and families reminds us that we need to 

leave more room open for the Holy Spirit to 

teach us. Community building resolutions through 

the synodal example are possible in our world, 

our church, and even in your families!  

 

This weekend we are making available the new 

brochure entitled, “Working Together to Prevent 

Child Sexual Abuse”.  In the brochure and on the 

Archdiocesan website, protect.la–archdiocese.org 

you will find important background information 

and resources on our efforts to protect children. 

Our parish continues to offer children and youth 

several abuse prevention programs. New 

Empowering God’s children and young people 

safety programs teach children and young people 

to protect themselves by learning about such 

topics as: the five body safety rules and safe 

adults, boundaries and bullying and Internet 

safety. We offer these resources recognizing that 

parents and families are the primary educators of 

their children. As Archbishop Gomez says, “Thank 

you for your care and concern to ensure that 

children and young people are safeguarded in our 

parishes, schools, ministries, and communities. 

Together we are making a difference.” 

 

Next Saturday, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

will celebrate the Ordination of eight men to the 

Priesthood of Jesus Christ.  Through the Apostolic 

Tradition and the Laying on of Hands, Archbishop 

Gomez will ordain eight new servants for our 

church. For almost 8 years, I have mentored and 

supported the journey of Joseph Cruz and I will 

be honored to invest him in the priestly garment 

of the chasuble during the Ordination ritual. Later 

that afternoon, I will concelebrate at his First Mass 

of Thanksgiving to be held at Saint Denis Church 

in Diamond Bar. Congratulations to the new 

Father Joseph Cruz and all his classmates.  The 

Ordination will be live streamed next Saturday, 

May 31 at 9:00 AM from the Cathedral of our 

Lady of the Angels at lacatholics.org/ordination  

This Memorial Day is the annual remembrance 

and mourning for Americans who offered their 

lives in service to our country. Originally this day 

was called Decoration Day, and it was formalized 

in 1868. The proclamation calls on Americans “To 

observe Memorial Day by praying, according to 

their individual religious faith, for permanent 

peace.”  Let us remember the relatives and friends 

of our parishioners who have died in military 

service and remember those who are alive and 

serving with bravery and courage. 

 

As May gray settles in, as the days grow longer 

leading to the summer solstice, as graduates 

celebrate their accomplishments, let us give thanks 

to God. 

 

I’m praying for you and your families, 

Msgr. Kevin 
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“You are being enriched in every way for all 

generosity, which through us produces 

thanksgiving to God.”  2 Cor 9:11. 

Feed-a-Baby Food Drive: Thank you for the 

parish’s support of last weekend’s baby product 

drive!  And to the School for their support later 

in the month.  Donated food and baby products 

will be provided to Catholic Charities, Elizabeth 

Ann Seton Residence, and New Life Beginnings. 

$1,423 in cash donations were used to purchase 

additional baby products requested by these 

organizations. 

June 10 6:30 PM: Committee Meeting: Join us 

in the Parish Life Center. We will decide what 

activities to promote and organizations to 

support in our program year beginning July 1.  

June 21-22 Homeless Kit Drive: Provide daily 

necessities to the marginalized experiencing 

homelessness. Shopping lists will be available 

June 14. Can you help? For MANY fulfilling 

ways to serve, call Tim Clark (562) 431-4385.  

Age-appropriate curiosity in school-aged children 

Last week, we covered young children and natural 

curiosity about their bodies. This week, we will 

explore natural curiosity behaviors in school-aged 

children (around 7-12 years old). It’s important to 

understand the difference between appropriate and 

inappropriate, as inappropriate behaviors could a 

sign of abuse. Common curiosity at this age includes 

playing games with same-aged friends like “family” 

or “dating,” or wanting privacy. Children at these 

ages may also begin to take an interest in members 

of the opposite sex and ask questions about 

relationships. For more information, read the 

VIRTUS
®
 article “Differentiating age-appropriate 

curiosity from harmful sexual 

behavior” lacatholics.org/did-you-know/ 

 

Did You Know? 
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Our next get together will be at the  

El Dorado Restaurant on  

Monday, June 9th at 9:30 am.   

Please join us for a nice time catching up with old 

friends and meeting new friends.  When you 

arrive, tell the server that you are with St. Joseph 

and he/she will direct you to the area we are 

gathering in.  Everyone will order and pay for his/

her own breakfast.  We look forward to seeing you 

there.  For future reference, we meet there on the 

2nd Monday of every month, at the same time. 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

 

Senior Group 

The next Grief support 13 week session will 

begin June 3rd  and will meet until August 26th 

Meetings are held on 

Tuesdays 9:30 -11:30 a.m. each week    

For more information Contact May Pace,  

Bereavement Minister, maypace@gmail.com 

Or 562/833-6370 

CLASSES ARE HELD AT THE PLC BUILDING. 

 

St. Joseph Grief Support  
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Saturday Vigil 

5:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 

Outdoors 

8:30 a.m.  

 

Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 

 

12:30 p.m. 

 

Daily Mass (M-W)  

8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 

stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                               sfcuda@yahoo.com 

Deacon Tom Halliwell                                       dcntom@stjosephlb.org  

Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)          sreva@stjosephlb.org 
 

Office Manager           Brenda Pineda           (562) 594-4657 

Office Assistant                       Joyce Castaneda        (562) 594-4657 

Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla            (562) 594-4657 

Finance Council           George Zuluaga         Zuluaga@aol.com 

Safeguard The Children           Parish Office              (562) 594-4657 

Parish Bulletin Editor           Brenda Pineda           bulletin@stjosephlb.org 

Website Coordinator              Mike Santy                mike@stjosephlb.org 

 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 

(562) 596-6115                sjknights.net         Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:               Madison Alba               

Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
 

Children's Formation (1st-8th Grade)                         michelle@stjosephlb.org 

Administrative Assistant:                                Michelle Johnson 

High School Ministry & Confirmation:           Liz Moreno  

OCIA:                                       Sr. Eva                         sreva@stjosephlb.org  

 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 

Baptism Preparation               Brenda Pineda                 (562) 594-4657 

Director of Music                       Vivian Doughty               (562) 594-4657 

Eucharistic Ministry                    Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  

Lectors        Steve Koppenheffer   lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 

Meditation             Frank Mckown                  (310) 633-1744 

Esther Ministry        Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 

Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 

Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                       (562) 431-4385 

Senior Group                   Marilyn North           (562) 519-0154  

Knights Of Columbus                 Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 

Engaged Encounter                 Paciano & Molly Diaz      Ktmr@Sbcglobal.Net  

Natural Family Planning            Greg & Beth Gath            (562) 377-5877 

Precious Life Shelter              Cynthia San Jose          csanjoselaw@aol.com  

Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

  Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 493-2198 

 Homebound Ministry                Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 

 Bereavement Ministry              May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 

 Cursillo              Tom & Marie Newton    tjn8343@gmail.com 

 Parish Fair                                Pete Wroblicky             sjspringfair@gmail.com 

 Environment                            Jessica Gil                      bpax.g4@gmail.com 

 Family Altar Servers        Monica Wissuchek    stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 

 Welcome Christ Renews His Parish    Diane Ohde       stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 

Our Parish_________________________ 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 

Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Inside Church  

Adoration 

First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
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