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Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parish Family:

Welcome to Palm Sunday and the start of Holy
Week. This week we journey with Jesus to
Jerusalem, where we’ll witness the unfolding of
the events of the Paschal Mystery: the suffering,
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Our Holy Week Schedule is printed below. Join
us, as the Scriptures come to life in a special way
to strengthen our faith journey during this Holy
Week!

The Parish Fair was a great success and thanks to
the more than 400 volunteers who helped to
make this year’s fair such a secure, safe and fun
event. We are all grateful to our Fair Chair, Dr.
Peter Wroblicky and the leadership team of
Conny Frost, Nina Escandon, Jill Salinaz, Vicky
Bedell, Gina Cooper, Kelly Holt, Kate Gorr, Ron
Willhelm, Dylan Wright and all the captains of the
food booths. Mark your calendars as our Fair for
2026 is set for May 1, 2, 3, 2026.

Great News - Vacation Bible camp is returning to
Saint Joseph’s this summer! We’'ll invite all Alpha
K through fifth grade students to participate in this
fun, educational and spiritual camp. It will be held
the week of June 16 through the 20t. Watch this
bulletin for further information and sign-ups will
be available shortly.

Throughout this past year, and especially during
this Lenten season, we have prayed for our Elect
and the Candidates. All 16 of them wiill be
brought into the church this coming Saturday
evening, April 19 at the Easter Vigil. It is one of
the most beautiful liturgies of the year. The Easter
Vigil Mass commences at 8:00 PM with the
lighting of the fire outside in front of the church.
If you have never attended this Vigil, | encourage
you to surrender your evening. It is one of the
longest liturgies of the year, but the most
beautiful, filled with rich symbolism and beautiful

traditions of our church celebrating Jesus Christ
the light of the world who has been raised from
the dead!

This Good Friday, a remembrance of the Passion
of the Lord takes place in our Church at 1:30 PM.
During the liturgy, we will offer up the annual
special collection, supporting the church in the
Holy Land. Christians in the Holy Land face
special challenges — many of which we hear about
in the daily news. The war has left deep wounds
that will take time to heal. Many Christians, for
example, 90% in Bethlehem, depend on the
pilgrimage industry to survive and live. The war
has stopped pilgrims from going to the Holy
Land. The Christians are now less than 2% of the
population. With the war, many more are
thinking about leaving, and in Bethlehem, 90
Christian families have left since the start of the
war on October 7. This collection will support
and offer hope to the Holy Land Christians. This
collection will enable the Franciscans, who are the
custodians of the Holy Shrines to keep the sacred
spaces alive and vibrant. They must not become
museums. Thank you for supporting the Pontifical
Good Friday collection as encouraged by Pope
Francis. May this year’s collection make a
difference in the lives of those caught up in war,
violence, and instability in the region, where the
great story of our faith unfolded. May your
offering help to become an instrument of peace in
a troubled land!

Finally, as we look forward to celebrating Easter
weekend, thank you for prayerfully considering
and planning your annual Easter Gift to support
the mission and ministries of your spiritual family
at St. Joseph’s!

Blessings on your family this Holy Week,
Msgr. Kevin
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St. Joseph Holy Week & Easter Schedule

Palm Sunday April 12th & 13t

5:00 pm Saturday Mass Indoors
8:30 am Sunday Mass on the Grass (Please Bring Your Own Lawn Chairs)
10:30 am Sunday Mass Indoors
12:30 pm Sunday Mass Indoors

Holy Thursday April 17th

8:00 am Morning Prayer — Indoors
7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper — Indoors

Good Friday April 18t

8:00 am Morning Prayer — Indoors
1:30 pm Passion Liturgy — Indoors

Holy Saturday April 19t

8:00 am Morning Prayer - Indoors
8:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass — Indoors

Easter Sunday April 20th

8:30 am Easter Mass on the Grass (Please Bring Your Own Lawn Chairs)
10:30 am Easter Mass Indoors

12:30 pm Easter Mass Indoors



Congratulations to our Confirmands!

Congratulations to our St. Joseph Parish Confirmands! With
great joy, we celebrate you as fully initiated members of the
Catholic Church. Your parish community is lifting you up in
prayer as you embark on a lifetime of faith rooted in Christ.

Adam Elias
Adam Haq
Alessandra Scort
Alessandro Rossil
Alexander Long
Alyssa Anderson
Beckett Gray
Brianna Mbire
Brooke Jondle
Cade Goodman

Carlyn M. Goodman

Casey Woodson
Chloe Anel Garcia

Cole Thometz

-Liz Moreno

Cole Tran
Delize Ramirez
Diego Garcia
Ella Swan
Emma Scott
Ethan Borges
Eva Torreblanca
Gavin Murray
Gianna Barler
Gianna Myhre
Gisette Calvo
Isaiah Curiel
John LaBauve
Journey Chapman

Confirmation Coordinator

Julian David Garcia
Kaitlyn Tran

Kayla Narciso

Kylie Manson
Lorena Martinez
Luke Soule
Madeleine Niz
Marco Alvillar

Mia Hout

Olivia Eckel

Sarah Conley

Sasha Duco - Figueroa
Sienna Rose

William McCullough
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Jesus Brazi Mike Elizabeth

Pray for our elect and candidates!

OCIA Prayer
Lord, we pray for those in the OCIA process who
journey to you. Strengthen their faith. Open their hearts
to the fullness of your love. Deepen their understanding.
Set their hearts on fire for the kingdom of God. We ask
this through Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life for all.
Amen!




Rebuilding Peace
in the Holy Land
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Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which
helps Christians in the Holy Land, where they are now less than 2% of the population. Your
support is essential to help the Church minister in parishes, provide Catholic schools, and
offer religious education. The Pontifical Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the
sacred shrines of Christianity, including in Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem, to name
only a few. The pandemic had hit Christians in the Holy Land particularly hard. Most of them
depend on pilgrimages for work. The war made their situation even more dire. In these times
of crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection is necessary to meet the basic needs of the
People of God still living in this Land and to maintain a Christian presence where the Church
was born. When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you join with
Catholics around the world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land. PLEASE BE
GENEROUS!

Y
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PONTIFICAL

GOOD ERIDAY
COLLECTION

Commissariat of the Holy Land
1400 Quincy St, NE - Washington, DC 20017
www.MyFranciscan.org




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
The Lord GOD is my help,
therefore | am not disgraced;
| have set my face like flint,
knowing that | shall not be put to shame. (Is 50:7)

psalm: = SEVEN
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? (Ps 22) g CHURCHES
Second Reading: : PILGRIMAGE

Because of this, God greatly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name
which is above every name. (Phil 2:9)

Gospel:

Then he took the bread, said the blessing,
broke it, and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which will be given for you;
do this in memory of me.” (Lk 22:19)

Devotions, Explained!

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. The Seven Churches Pilgrimage
is the practice of visiting seven
different churches on Holy
Thursday, in imitation of the
journey of Christ on the eve of
his crucifixion, when he asked
his disciples to stay with him
as he awaited his Passion and

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The disciples followed Jesus’ careful
instructions for his entry to Jerusalem, even

though they did not understand his words. death.
Today, we too, look ahead to his arrival. In
obedience, let us prepare the way for the
King. Prayer for Holy Week
Dear Lord,
| open my heart to You,
Observances for the week of offering every day and night to
April 13, 2025 You in sacred surrender. | pray
for the grace to accompany
Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord You in a special way this Holy
Tuesday: Tax Day Week, joining and offering the
Thursday: Holy Thursday trials | encounter on our shared
Friday: Good Friday journey to the cross ... and to a
victorious hope.
Saturday: Holy Saturday Amen.
Next Sunday: Easter Sunday

©LPi SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2025 PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
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Readings for the week of
April 13, 2025

Sunday:

Lk 19:28-40/1s 50:4-7/

Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 (2a)/
Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49

Monday:
Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3,13-14/Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday:
Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17/
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday:
Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31and 33-34/
Mt 26:14-25

Thursday:
Chrism Mass: |s 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/
Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21

Evening Mass of the Lord'’s Supper:
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 (see
1 Cor 10:16)/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15

Friday:

Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25
(Lk 23:46)/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/

Jn 18:1—19:42

Saturday:

Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-
2, 5-6,10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7,
12-13, 20-22 (5b)/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 93, 10-
13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 (1)/Ex 14:15—15:1/
Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 (1b)/Is 54:5-14/

Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 (2a)/Is 55:1-11/

Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (3)/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/

Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn 6:68¢c)/Ez 36:16-173, 18-
28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 (12a)/Rom 6:3-11/
Lk 24:1-12

Next Sunday:
Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Col
3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2025

Worship & Meditation

IN CHRIST'S
KINGSHIP.

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“As he rode along, the people were spreading their cloaks on the
road.” (Luke 19:36)

Consider how useless it is to spread your clothes on the ground for

a donkey to walk on. The clothes get smeared with hooves, and who
knows the grimy places where they've been? The animal may leave
some unsavory presents on them. They may get stolen by a thief
looking to make a buck. The thorns, thistles, rocks and muck of the
road will leave stains. The clothes may never be useful again, and
you'll probably walk home shivering without your normal covering.
Yet this is precisely the gesture the people employ to welcome Jesus
and his donkey. Why does this detail matter?

Wastefulness is an essential part of celebration. Consider the
unnecessary extravagance of Christmas decorations, confetti and
ticker tape parades, baseball players spraying each other with bottles
of champagne after a victory, birthday gifts for kids and so on. This
wastefulness signals celebration and therefore participation in higher
identities (as believers, winners, and parents, to mention the above
examples). That's what the wasted cloaks are all about. Those who
donate their cloaks participate in Christ’s kingship in Jerusalem — and
we savor it two thousand years later.

The lesson? Learn how to “waste” money, time, clothes, and food

on Christ. We do this at Mass, but in so many other ways, too, like
serving the poor, going on retreats, and doing prayerful study. When
we practice this holy wastefulness, Jesus will ride into our lives and
we’ll be more deeply members of his kingdom.

— Father John Muir

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD ©LPi
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Honoring Our Heroes
Our Alpha K-2nd grade students recently took
the stage at our Patriotic Program, expressing
their gratitude for our servicemen, women, and
all veterans. Through songs and performances,
they showcased their appreciation for those
who have bravely served our country.

A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated teachers for their hard work in
instilling a love for our history and nation. Their efforts not only
honored our heroes but also helped our students grow as 21st-century
learners—using their voices to celebrate America and
the values we hold dear.
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Movement For A Better World

“Charity is the form, mover, mother and root

of all the virtues.” -St. Thomas Aquinas
Easter Distribution: THANK YOU to everyone
that helped with, and contributed blessings and
hope to 109 families, including over 315
children, for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter!
By way of over $6,500 in Skip-a-Meal donations
and the School’s food drive, we provided over
4,000 Ibs. of food for Easter, including See’s
Candy! The children received personally-selected
reading books from February’s book drive

May 3-4, Feed-a-Baby Food Drive: We will
collect non-perishable baby food and products
for Catholic Charities, Elizabeth Ann Seton
Residence, and New Life Beginnings of Long
Beach. Can you help? For information about
MANY fulfilling ways to serve, call Tim Clark,
562-431-4385.

Skip-a-Meal: Please be especially mindful of Skip-
a-Meal donations during the holiday season
when our needs are greatest

April 13, 2025

OCIA

+ COMESESEE %

Sr. Eva invites you to join her for a
Come & See, Come & Hear

L 4

evening. For those who might /)

OCIA

AJourney of Faith

consider sharing their faith with
adults inquiring about our
Catholic faith. Come & hear what

that might entail.
We Need Help :
Seeking individuals to serve as OCIA
catechists, who guide adults through
the process of becoming Catbholic.

A
vl )
4
If you are interested in sharing your

(‘- > faith and helping others on their

&
o journey, consider becoming an
“ OCIA catechist.
WEDNESDAY Call for inf s
™ 2025 % all for information:
MAY'S0 562-594-4657
AT 7PM

Dld You Know7

PROMISE TO
PROT ECT Working Together to Prevent

Child
&, m Sexual Abuse Brochure for
2025-2026
PLEDGE TO
HEAL

The Office of Safeguard the Children of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles annually publishes
the Working Together to Prevent Child Sexual
Abuse Brochure, which provides an up-to-date
listing of safe environment policies, programs,
resources, contact numbers and other important
information about how the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles is working to prevent child sexual abuse.
Copies of the brochures in English, Spanish,
Chinese and Korean are available in the parish
vestibule or online at lacatholics.org/
departments-ministries/safeguard-the-children.
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Our next get together will be at the
El Dorado Restaurant on
Monday, April 14th at 9:30 am.
Please join us for a nice time catching up with old
friends and meeting new friends. When you
arrive, tell the server that you are with St. Joseph
and he/she will direct you to the area we are
gathering in. Everyone will order and pay for his/
her own breakfast. We look forward to seeing you
there. For future reference, we meet there on the
2nd Monday of every month, at the same time.
Looking forward to seeing you!

Howard Reinard
Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church
Thursday, April 24th at 11:00 am

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

~Amen~

If you think you can’t survive grieving, and
Your dreams feel shattered, consider joining
Our support group:

Tuesday 9:30 -11:30 a.m. each week
Contact May Pace,
Bereavement Minister, maypace@gmail.com
Or 562/833-6370
CLASSES ARE HELD AT THE PLC BUILDING.

Book Club

Our next Book Club meeting is
Wednesday, May 14th at 7pm
on Zoom

Cherished Belonging: The
Healing Power of Love in
Divided Times by Gregory
Boyle

“In a world increasingly marked by division and
discord, beloved Jesuit priest Gregory Boyle
offers a transformative vision of community and
compassion.” Cherished Belonging: The Healing
Power of Love in Divided Times: Boyle,
Gregory: 9781668061855: Amazon.com: Books

All are welcome. For more info, email
agoodlife@msn.com
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HIRING!

TEACHING ASSISTANT

We are seeking a teaching assistant who is passionate about
Catholic Education to join St. Joseph School! You will work

closely with teachers, assist with lessons, supervise students, and

help maintain a safe, engaging classroom.

Teaching_Assistant Qualifications (Hourly Range)

- High school diploma

- Previous experience working with elementary aged children.

. Hourly Range: $18 - $26
Teaching Assistant (Salary Range)

- Bachelor's Degree in Liberal Studies or related education field
. CA teaching credential or enrolled in credential program
. Salary Range: $47,402 - $47,898

CONTACT:

malvarez@sjknights.net

6200 E. Willow St. Long Beach, CA 90815 (562) 596-6115




Our Parish

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK
stjioseph@stjosephlb.org

Deacon Shane Cuda sfcuda@yahoo.com
Deacon Tom Halliwell dcntom@stjosephlb.org
Sr. Eva (Director of Adult Faith Formation) sreva@stjosephlb.org
Office Manager Brenda Pineda (562) 594-4657

Office Assistant Joyce Castaneda (562) 594-4657

Pastoral Council Shelley Padilla (562) 594-4657

Finance Council George Zuluaga Zuluaga@aol.com
Safeguard The Children Parish Office (562) 594-4657

Parish Bulletin Editor Brenda Pineda bulletin@stjosephlb.org
Website Coordinator Mike Santy msanty @verizon.net

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal

(562) 596-6115 sjknights.net Fax: (562) 596-6725

Assistant Principal: Madison Alba

Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE
(562) 598-0519 marc@stjosephlb.org

Children's Formation (1st-8th Grade) michelle@stjosephlb.org
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Johnson
High School Ministry & Confirmation: Liz Moreno
OCIA: Sr. Eva sreva@stjosephlb.org

Parish Ministries & Organizations

Baptism Preparation Brenda Pineda (562) 594-4657
Director of Music Vivian Doughty (562) 594-4657
Eucharistic Ministry Tonet Risko riskotonet@yahoo.com
Lectors Steve Koppenheffer lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com
Meditation Frank Mckown (310) 633-1744
Esther Ministry Virginia Young estherministryl @gmail.com
Hospitality Ministry Deborah Rollinger (562) 594-4657
Movement For A Better World Tim Clark (562) 431-4385
Senior Group Marilyn North (562) 519-0154
Knights Of Columbus Marty Vezzetti (702) 401-5247
Engaged Encounter Paciano & Molly Diaz  Ktmr@Sbcglobal.Net
Natural Family Planning Greg & Beth Gath (562) 377-5877
Precious Life Shelter Cynthia San Jose csanjoselaw @aol.com
Boy Scouts Jeff Baer (562) 537-6722
Sacristans Joe Dang (562) 493-2198
Homebound Ministry Patty Brunter pjbstampin@aol.com
Bereavement Ministry May Pace (562) 833-6370
Cursillo Tom & Marie Newton  tjn8343 @gmail.com
Parish Fair Pete Wroblicky sjspringfair@gmail.com
Environment Jessica Gil bpax.g4@gmail.com
Family Altar Servers Monica Wissuchek stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com

Welcome Christ Renews His Parish  Diane Ohde stjlbwelcome@gmail.com

April 13, 2025
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Saturday Vigil
5:00 p.m.

Sunday
Mass on the Grass

Outdoors
8:30 a.m.

Indoor Mass
10:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Daily Mass (M-W)
8:00 a.m.

Saturdays
3:45-4:30 p.m.
Inside Church

I ‘
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Adoratlon

First Fridays
8:00-9:00 a.m.
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LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Dave Hyde

dhyde@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x5820

1D,

Jennifer Lumsdaine
2023 Attorney of the Year,
Southeast District Bar Association
Parish Members Receive Free Consultations for Wills &
Trusts, Probate & Trust Administration, Conservatorships
(562) 923-0971 | tidlaw.com
jlumsdaine@tldlaw.com
Offices in Downey, Long Beach, Irvine

TAX PREPARATION

Aragon, Santillan & Associates
Ophelia Aragon, EA, NTPI Fellow
Fabian Santillan, EA
Tax Preparation & Notary Services
6342 E. Spring St.

Long Beach, CA 90815

AX.C
562-421-3063

Parishioners

© ADT-Monitored Home Security
e Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust ! s

833-287-3502 (a0} &

® Burglary ® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety

COMPASS

Serving Your
Real Estate needs in
LLong Beach and

Surrounding Areas
Tyler Luckey

562.2541325
DRE 01978990

HIRE o PLUMBING

25+ Years Experience
562-925-4046
Heating Sewer & Drains
Stoppages Gas Lines
Wall & Floor Furnace Slab Leaks
Video Inspections Remodels
Copper/Pex Re-Pipes

® Carbon Monoxide

Pam Luckey
562.307.4367
DRE 00751586

! luckeyteam@compass.com | luckeyteam.com

Garbage Disposals
Water Heaters
Free Estimates

S

10% Discount With this Ad

*$300 Maximum Discount*

‘
l
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FIRSTTEAM

REAL ESTATE

JULIE®VOCK

Julie Vock - Realtor
Born and Raised Neighborhood Specialist

714.501.7798

www.JulieVock.com

Weekends
10-2pm!

562-541-1105
4130 Paramount Blvd., Lakewood, CA 90712

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

brei# 01383367

EVERLASTING FAITH. EVERLASTING LIFE.

0’Connor’s Irish Pub
Pub & Kitchen Open Daily at 10am
All Ages Welcome! 25 Big Screen TVs, Newly Remodeled,
Full Kitchen & Bar, Game Room & 14 Ice Cold Beers On Tap!
Fish & Chips Dinner & Drinks For Two S30

Beer-Battered Alaskan Cod,
Fries, Coleslaw, Pub Salad,
Domestic Pint/Selizer
7 Days, 5pm-close. Mention this ad

Brunch and
Live Music
on the

catholicmaich’
California

BUY — SELL —INVEST

Local Parishioners

2 0]
\/“u DS -
Tessa Luckey

562.254.0696
DRE 01291580

562-498-6701
AUTO ~ HOME ~ LIFE
Be more than a number.

Be part of the family.
LIC#0447779
Family owned & operated since 1984,

ASHLEY HAYES, 50,
PHARMD, BCPS 58
CONSULTANT PHARMACIST L Yy

914-439-3653

CLINICAL PRACTITIONER * PATIENT CARE ADVOCATE
MEDICATION EXPERT  EDUCATOR * DRUG INFO RESOURCE

HAVE YOU HAD A
MEDICATION REVIEW
LATELY?

TIMOTHY J. CASE, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Personalized Service
1777 Bellflower, #208, L.B.

562/597-7260
U.S.C. Grad Parishioner

A ministry of the Church
serving the [aithful.

Learn about our 11 locations in
Los Angeles, Ventura and
Santa Barbara counties

CatholicCM.org

Outside is fun again!
Service Areas:
¢ Seal Beach ¢ Cypress
® Los Alamitos ¢ Rossmoor
* East Long Beach
Ken Kay & Evelyn Dinnen, Owners

LuYyBEN FAMILY DILDAY-MOTTELL MORTUARY
GUARANTEED LOWEST FUNERAL COST INTOWN

John G. Luyben » Rosalie A. Luyben » Thaddeus Luyben « Martin Luyben « James Morgan
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE MEMORIAL GUIDE... “PRE-ARRANGING FOR TIME OF NEED”

5161 Arbor Road, Long Beach, CA

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

425-6401

St. Joseph Church, Long Beach, CA A 4C 05-4064




