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Letter From Our Pastor 

Dear Parish Family: 

 

This past Easter Sunday night, as I was packing to head to Italy the next morning, the 

last thing I saw in the news was the message of Hope that Pope Francis offered from 

the balcony of Saint Peter‘s Basilica in his annual Easter Urbi et Orbi message. 

 

On Easter Monday morning, like the world, I was shocked and heartbroken to hear the 

news that Pope Francis had gone home “to the house of the Father”. I immediately 

thought of my Easter homily where you heard me talk about having a good death 

because one gets to see the face of God!  

 

Pope Francis was a trailblazing Jesuit and I will remember him for several ways in 

which he surprised us during his 13-year pontificate. I remember when he appeared on 

the balcony of Saint Peter‘s Basilica shortly after he had been elected and his first act 

was not to impart a blessing but to ask the thousands of faithful in Saint Peter’s Square 

to bless him. From the very beginning, he reminded us that we all have God’s divine 

power and love flowing through us. We were all surprised to see him go back to the 

hotel, where he had stayed at before the conclave, in order to pay his bill and settle 

accounts. We were surprised that he chose a name no previous Pope had dared  

to take – Francis, after the poor man of Assisi. This Pope lived up to that name by 

caring for the poor, the vulnerable, the immigrant and refugee. We were surprised 

when on Holy Thursday night, he broke with tradition and washed the feet of 

prisoners, the disabled, women, and people of other faiths. We were surprised and 

grateful that this Pope sought to promote and affirm women in the life of the church 

and especially in the bureaucracy of the Vatican. The church is for everyone! 

 

I write this to you from northern Italy. Our Jubilee pilgrimage is scheduled to take us to 

Rome next week where I had hoped to see and possibly meet Pope Francis. That will 

have to wait. Meanwhile, I’ll gather with the faithful in Saint Peter’s Square, praying for 

the Holy Spirit to select the candidate who will fill the Shoes of the Fisherman. 

 

Pope Francis rest in peace and eternal light! 

 

Easter love and peace, 

Msgr. Kevin 
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Happy Easter! The tomb is empty! 

 

Easter Distribution:  THANK YOU to everyone that 

helped with, and contributed blessings and hope to 

109 families, including over 315 children, for 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter! By way of 

over $6,500 in Skip-a-Meal donations, our Family 

Adoptions, and the School’s food drive, we 

provided over 4,000 lbs. of food for Easter, April 

12. The children received personally-selected 

reading books from your generous book drive 

donations in February! 

May 3-4 Feed-a-Baby Food Drive:  We will collect 

non-perishable baby food and products for 

Catholic Charities, Elizabeth Ann Seton Residence, 

and New Life Beginnings of Long Beach.   

Opportunities: For many fulfilling ways to serve, 

call Tim Clark (562) 431-4385. Please be mindful 

of Skip-a-Meal donations, especially during the 

holiday season when our needs are greatest. 

Gardens of Healing for survivor-victims in all five of 

the Archdiocese’s pastoral regions                         

The Archdiocese of Los Angeles has created gardens 

of healing in each of the Archdiocese’s pastoral 

regions, dedicated to those harmed by sexual abuse, 

in their family, church or community. Located at St. 

Camillus Pastoral Center in Boyle Heights (San 

Gabriel Pastoral Region), Our Lady of the 

Assumption Parish in Ventura (Santa Barbara Pastoral 

Region), St. Francis de Sales Parish in Sherman Oaks 

(San Fernando Pastoral Region), St. Bernadette Parish 

in Los Angeles (Our Lady of the Angels Pastoral 

Region), and Our Lady of Refuge in Long Beach (San 

Pedro Pastoral Region) these gardens offer a sacred 

space for all those impacted by abuse to seek 

comfort and solace. In each garden there is a 

weeping wall and a plaque with a reflection by 

Archbishop Gomez, which starts with: “Dedicated to 

all those impacted by sexual abuse in the Church, 

their communities, their families – may all who visit 

find some measure of renewal, peace and comfort in 

doing so.” For more information, 

visit lacatholics.org/healing-gardens. 

Did You Know? 
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Come and spend an hour with our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  

Experience what Catholic author  

Matthew Kelly calls  

“The Classroom of Silence,”  

and respond to Jesus’ call: “Could you not watch 

with me one hour?” (Matthew 26:40).  

 

Deacon Joe & Dianne Lumsdaine  

will lead Eucharistic  

Adoration this Friday, May 2nd  

at 8:00 am. 

Our next get together will be at the  

El Dorado Restaurant on  

Monday, May 12th at 9:30 am.   

Please join us for a nice time catching up with old 

friends and meeting new friends.  When you 

arrive, tell the server that you are with St. Joseph 

and he/she will direct you to the area we are 

gathering in.  Everyone will order and pay for his/

her own breakfast.  We look forward to seeing you 

there.  For future reference, we meet there on the 

2nd Monday of every month, at the same time. 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

 

 

Lolita Heilbron 

Funeral Mass at St. Joseph Church 

Tuesday, May 13th at 11:00 am 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  

perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 

~Amen~ 

Senior Group 

 Our next Book Club meeting is  

Wednesday, May 14th at 7pm 

on Zoom  

  

Cherished Belonging: The 

Healing Power of Love in 

Divided Times by Gregory 

Boyle  

 

 

“In a world increasingly marked by division and 

discord, beloved Jesuit priest Gregory Boyle 

offers a transformative vision of community and 

compassion."  Cherished Belonging: The Healing 

Power of Love in Divided Times: Boyle, 

Gregory: 9781668061855: Amazon.com: Books 

 

All are welcome. For more info, email 

agoodlife@msn.com  

Book Club 
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Adoration  

In Memoriam  
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Saturday Vigil 

5:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday 

Mass on the Grass 

Outdoors 

8:30 a.m.  

 

Indoor Mass 

10:30 a.m. 

 

12:30 p.m. 

 

Daily Mass (M-W)  

8:00 a.m.  

PASTOR: MSGR. KEVIN KOSTELNIK 

stjoseph@stjosephlb.org 

Deacon Shane Cuda                                               sfcuda@yahoo.com 

Deacon Tom Halliwell                                       dcntom@stjosephlb.org  

Sr. Eva  (Director of Adult Faith Formation)          sreva@stjosephlb.org 
 

Office Manager           Brenda Pineda           (562) 594-4657 

Office Assistant                       Joyce Castaneda        (562) 594-4657 

Pastoral Council           Shelley Padilla            (562) 594-4657 

Finance Council           George Zuluaga         Zuluaga@aol.com 

Safeguard The Children           Parish Office              (562) 594-4657 

Parish Bulletin Editor           Brenda Pineda           bulletin@stjosephlb.org 

Website Coordinator              Mike Santy                mike@stjosephlb.org 

 

St. Joseph School: Margaret Alvarez, Principal 

(562) 596-6115                sjknights.net         Fax: (562) 596-6725 

Assistant Principal:               Madison Alba               

Religious Education: Marc Leon, DRE   

(562) 598-0519                 marc@stjosephlb.org 
 

Children's Formation (1st-8th Grade)                         michelle@stjosephlb.org 

Administrative Assistant:                                Michelle Johnson 

High School Ministry & Confirmation:           Liz Moreno  

OCIA:                                       Sr. Eva                         sreva@stjosephlb.org  

 

Parish Ministries & Organizations 

Baptism Preparation               Brenda Pineda                 (562) 594-4657 

Director of Music                       Vivian Doughty               (562) 594-4657 

Eucharistic Ministry                    Tonet Risko                 riskotonet@yahoo.com  

Lectors        Steve Koppenheffer   lectorsstjosephlb@gmail.com 

Meditation             Frank Mckown                  (310) 633-1744 

Esther Ministry        Virginia Young          estherministry1@gmail.com 

Hospitality Ministry               Deborah Rollinger           (562) 594-4657 

Movement For A Better World   Tim Clark                       (562) 431-4385 

Senior Group                   Marilyn North           (562) 519-0154  

Knights Of Columbus                 Marty Vezzetti                (702) 401-5247 

Engaged Encounter                 Paciano & Molly Diaz      Ktmr@Sbcglobal.Net  

Natural Family Planning            Greg & Beth Gath            (562) 377-5877 

Precious Life Shelter              Cynthia San Jose          csanjoselaw@aol.com  

Boy Scouts               Jeff Baer                         (562) 537-6722 

  Sacristans               Joe Dang                        (562) 493-2198 

 Homebound Ministry                Patty Brunter               pjbstampin@aol.com 

 Bereavement Ministry              May Pace                        (562) 833-6370 

 Cursillo              Tom & Marie Newton    tjn8343@gmail.com 

 Parish Fair                                Pete Wroblicky             sjspringfair@gmail.com 

 Environment                            Jessica Gil                      bpax.g4@gmail.com 

 Family Altar Servers        Monica Wissuchek    stjfamilyaltarservers@gmail.com 

 Welcome Christ Renews His Parish    Diane Ohde       stjlbwelcome@gmail.com 

Our Parish_________________________ 

Mass Schedule 

Reconciliation 

Saturdays 

3:45-4:30 p.m. 

Inside Church  

Adoration 

First Fridays 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 
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